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CHAPTER I 

INTRODUCTION 

 

This chapter presents background of the research, the research problem, 

objective of the research, hypothesis of the research, significance of the research, 

scope and limitation of the research and the definition of the key terms.  

 

1.1 Background of the Research  

Nowadays, the curriculum used is Kurikulum Tingkat Satuan Pendidikan 

(KTSP). Based on Balitbang Depdiknas (2003: 3, cited in Irianti 2011) states that 

there are three goals of teaching English at Junior High School that should be 

reached. They are developing communicative competence in both spoken and 

written language to reach functional literacy, generating awareness about the nature 

and importance of English to improve nation’s competitiveness in global society, 

and developing students’ understanding about the relationship between language 

and culture. That can be concluded that in Kurikulum Tingkat Satuan Pendidikan 

(KTSP) demands students of Junior High School to be able to develop 

communicative competence in both spoken and written to face nation’s 

competitiveness in global society.  

Meanwhile, there are four language skills that should be given to support 

students’ English ability. They are listening, speaking, reading and writing.  Among 

those skills, speaking seems to be the important one. Richards and Willy (2002) 

state that speaking is the central element of communication. The speaking skill is 
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measured in terms of the ability to carry out a conversation in the language. 

Speaking is the process of building and sharing meaning through the use of verbal 

and non-verbal symbols, in a variety of contexts Chaney (1998 in Kayi: 2006). In 

term of delivering and expressing students’ thoughts and feelings, they often find 

some problems. The problem frequently found is that they get difficulty to use the 

foreign language. Cox (1999: 152-53, cited in Ningdyah 2009) argues that students 

lack of ability in speaking because of some reasons, that is the opportunity in 

teaching speaking skill is limited, the students have fewer opportunities to practice, 

and the teacher often dominates the classroom activities. The domination of the 

teaching activities might cause low interest on the students in learning English 

which affect their ability in speaking. When they are not interested in learning 

English, they will not participate actively.  

Based on the preliminary study on  the English teaching and learning 

process at seventh grade of SMP Negeri 1 Pagu - Kediri, the researcher found the 

students’ ability of speaking English was low. It was caused by two problems. The 

first problem that seemed clearly was most the students were too shy and afraid to 

take a part in the conversation. The second problem was the students had less 

opportunity to practice in using the language as a means of communication because 

the teacher usually asked the students to perform the dialogue in front of class and 

allowed them to bring their book. They just read the conversation without knowing 

how to use the expressions that have been taught by their teacher as in a real 

communication. As a result, when researcher asked some questions to a student, he 
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just answered a few words and some of them just smiled in answering the 

researcher’s questions. 

The researcher considers that it is necessary to find out an alternative way 

to solve the problem. The students need many practices to develop their speaking 

ability. One of the best techniques that can be applied is role play. Kayi (2006) says 

that Role play involves effective activities because it gives an opportunity to each 

student to talk extensively in the target language. In addition, Blatner (2009: 5) 

states that role play can be used to enhance these experiences and motivate 

further study; or role play can be used in a more constrained, focused way to help 

students understand some of the complexities of these subjects. In brief, it can be 

started that role play can encourage the students not only to be actively participating 

in the teaching and learning process but also to understand easily about complicated 

subjects. 

Some previous studies concerning the role-play technique had been done by 

some researchers on different levels and grades of education. For instance, 

Ningdyah (2009) did a collaborative action research in improving the speaking skill 

of the tenth year students of SMAN 8 Malang by using topic-based sequencing role-

play technique. Her research finding showed that topic-based sequencing role play 

technique was effective to be used in improving the students’ speaking skill. She 

succeeded to improve students’ speaking skill with the score of 84.22%. With this 

technique, the problems such as shyness, fear to speak up and others could decrease. 

 Anggraeni (2011) also did a classroom action research to improve the 

speaking skill of Fashion Education Students by using educational drama and a 
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role-play technique. Her research finding proved that the students’ speaking skill 

had improved significantly from the first cycle to the second cycle until the criteria 

of success 82% could be reached. It improved not only the students’ speaking skill 

in general but also the students’ speaking sub-skill such as comprehension, 

structure, vocabulary, pronunciation and fluency. 

Another research finding was conducted by Hidayatullah (2014). His study 

aimed to improve the students’ communicative skill using role play strategy. He 

conducted a classroom action research at SMKN 3 Malang. In this study, he 

collaborated with the school teacher to implement the role play strategy. His 

research finding showed that the students’ communicative skill gradually improved 

at the end of the cycle, and the students also gradually decreased their shyness while 

using English in class.  

All of the research findings above prove that role play is an appropriate 

technique to use in improving students’ speaking ability, and the researcher 

assumes that role play can be a good alternative way for teaching English, 

especially for developing speaking skill at seventh grade students of SMP Negeri 1 

Pagu – Kediri because this technique can make the students active in the teaching 

and learning process. It also allows students to be creative and to put themselves in 

another person’s place for a while.  

 

 

1.2. The Research Problem 
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Based on the background of the research presented above, the research 

problem is stated as follows: “How to improve speaking English ability of the 

seventh grade students at SMP Negeri 1 Pagu-Kediri using role play technique?” 

 

1.3. Objective of the Research 

In line with the research problem above, the objective of this research is to 

improve speaking English ability of the seventh grade students at SMP Negeri 1 

Pagu-Kediri using role play technique. 

 

1.4. Hypothesis of the Research  

Ho : The seventh grade students’ speaking ability at SMP Negeri 1 

Pagu-Kediri will not improve by applying role-play technique. 

Hi : The seventh grade students’ speaking ability at SMP Negeri 1 

Pagu-Kediri will improve by applying role-play technique. 

 

1.5. Significance of the Research  

 The result of this research is expected to give practical contribution to 

English teaching, particularly at SMP Negeri 1 Pagu - Kediri where a research is 

conducted. It is hoped that the use of role-playing technique will be an effective 

way for the English teachers to improve the students’ speaking ability. The findings 

of this research will be the guidelines in implementing the role play technique, so 

other English teachers in different schools can implement this technique to teach 
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their students effectively. Hopefully, this finding will be a good reference for the 

next researchers who are interested in taking role-play technique as their title. 

 

1.6. Scope and Limitation of the Research 

The scope of this research is focused on the teaching speaking skill through 

role play technique at seventh grade students of SMP Negeri 1 Pagu-Kediri. While, 

it is limited on the expression of “asking” and “giving opinion”. 

 

1.7. The Definition of the Key Terms 

The aim of giving the definition of the key terms is to avoid the 

misunderstanding of the research. The terms which are needed to be defined in this 

research are as follows:  

 Role play is the simulation of the real world in which the students are given 

particular roles − they are told who they are and often what they think about 

a certain subject. They have to speak and act from their new character’s point 

of view (Harmer: 2007). So, role play is an activity where the students are 

asked to express their thought, based on the expression given by the teacher.  

 Technique is any of a wide variety of exercise, activities, or task used in the 

language classroom for realizing lesson objectives (Brown: 2007).  

 Role-play Technique is an activity which is used by the teacher where the 

students are given opportunity to practice their speaking based on their 

thought in the classroom. 
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 Speaking is the process of building and sharing meaning through the use of 

verbal and non-verbal symbols, in a variety of contexts Chaney (1998, in 

Kayi: 2006). In addition, speaking is the action of humans to deliver their 

thought in spoken language. 

 Ability refers to a more general capacity of performance in a variety of human 

tasks Fleishman (1975, cited in Furnham: 2009). That means ability is human 

characteristics that affect movement performance.  

 Speaking Ability is capacity of human performance in delivering their 

thought in spoken language. 

 




