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CHAPTER I 

INTRODUCTION 

This chapter contains six topics. They are background of the study, statement 

of the problems, purposes of study, significant of study, scope and limitation, and 

definition of key terms. 

1.1. Background of the Study 

English is an international language that is broadly used in many different 

countries. Nowadays, English is used by people in almost every part of the world 

(Rohmah, 2005). Harmer (2007) said that English has become a lingua franca. English 

is used to communicate between speakers whose native languages are different from 

each other. We can use this language to communicate with people around the world.  

In many Asian countries such as Indonesia, Malaysia, Singapore, Brunei, 

etc, English has been taught since primary children. English is usually taught in many 

schools started from young learners. Slattery and Willis (2012) said that teaching  

English  as  a  foreign  language  to young  children  has  become significant  in  recent  

years. In Indonesia, English has been introduced to the children as a primary foreign 

language in local content which is though in formal school. Sabilah (2004) said that 

according to the Decree of Minister of Education and Culture (R.I/No0487/4/192, 

Chapter VIII), an elementary school can include extra lesson in its curriculum as long 

as they do not contradict with the object of national education. This means that English 

has been introduced since primary children in Indonesia.  
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According to Slattery and Wills in shin (2006); ‘Young Learners’ (YL) were 

7-12 years old meanwhile, ‘very Young Learners’ (VYL) were defined as under 7 years 

old. From that statement, English for Young Learner (EYL) is English learnt by 7-12 

years old who enrol in elementary school. Teaching English to young learner is 

different from teaching English to adult learner because young learner has unique 

characteristics. Sabilah et al. (2009) stated that the characteristics of young learner are 

children love surprise, repetition, and they have short attention span. Teachers for 

young learner must know how to teach them based on their individual characteristics, 

to make the class more fun. Furthermore, young learners have very short attention span 

because young learner just focus on here and now. Shin (2006) said that young learners 

do not spend more than 10 or 15 minutes on one activity because children tend to be 

bored easily. In solving the problems above, the teacher must have some solutions 

based on situation and condition of their students. In this case, the teacher can use the 

appropriate media to teach young learner.  

According to Asyhar (2012), media are everything that can deliver or 

distribute a message from a source in a planned manner, thus resulting in a conducive 

learning environment in which the recipient can make the learning process efficiently 

and effectively. Based on the explanation above, we can conclude that media are very 

important in teaching learning process. This is because it can help the learning process 

be more interesting, and it can make the student easy to get the material.  The teacher 

must know the media that is appropriate to teach the English to young learners. There 
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are several methods that appropriate to teach the young learners, one of them is Nursery 

Rhyme. 

According to Dunst (2011), nursery rhymes are short poems or songs that 

often made up of trivial musical verse. Nursery Rhyme is believed effective for young 

learner because it is made up of rhyming lyric and easy to be memorized by children. 

The most popular Nursery Rhymes not only for young learner but also for older learner 

are Twinkle Twinkle Little Star, Jack and Jill, Itsy Bitsy Spider, etc. Nursery rhyme can 

help the students to master the English skills. According to Core Knowledge Language 

Arts (2013), by listening to nursery rhyme and repeating or telling the story to 

kindergarten student, they can develop an awareness of language that will help them to 

become better readers and writers. This is why Nursery rhyme is important to be taught 

to the students in order to ease them during the study.  

In previous study, Oktavianai (2005) found that there was significant different 

of students’ achievement in vocabulary between those taught using nursery rhyme and 

those taught using conventional technique. This proved that the use of nursery rhymes 

in teaching and improving students’ vocabulary was more effective than the 

conventional technique. From the two groups, the measurement showed that the 

increasing line of the vocabulary achievement of the experimental group was higher 

than the control group. 

Based on the explanation above, that nursery rhyme is the good media for the 

teaching learning process. Accordingly, the researcher would like to observe how 

nursery rhyme applies in teaching learning process. The researcher would like to 
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conduct a research with title “The use of Nursery Rhyme by Teacher in English for 

Young Learner at Cordova Course”. The researcher takes Cordova Course, Tumpang, 

Malang as the place to conduct the research because it is one of the courses where the 

Nursery Rhyme is taught.  

1.2. Statement of the Problems 

Concerning to the topic, the problem of the study can be formulated as 

follows: 

1. What kind of Nursery Rhyme used by teachers in English for Young Learners 

at Cordova Course? 

2. How does the teacher apply the Nursery Rhyme in teaching English for Young 

Learners at Cordova Course? 

3. What are the strategies or “Tips” for using Nursery Rhyme for teaching English 

for Young Learner at Cordova Course? 

1.3. The Purposes of Study 

Based on the problems above, there are three purposes of the study, they are: 

1. To know what kind of Nursery Rhyme used by teachers in English for Young 

Learners at Cordova Course. 

2. To describe how the teacher applies the Nursery Rhyme in teaching English for 

Young Learners at Cordova Course. 

3. To know the strategies or “Tips” for using Nursery Rhyme for teaching English 

for Young Learner at Cordova Course. 
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1.4. Significance of Study 

The findings of this study are expected to provide beneficial contributions 

theoretically and practically. Theoretically, the result of this study can be used as an 

input for English teacher in English teaching and learning process.  

Practically, the result of this study will help the researcher herself to adopt the 

teaching technique which is appropriate in teaching English using nursery rhyme. For 

the teacher, the result of this study can help them to make the variation of nursery 

rhyme in the learning process. In addition, the researcher hopes the result of this study 

can be used as a source of information for other researchers who want to conduct a 

research in the same field.  

1.5. Scope and Limitation 

The scope of this study focuses on the use of nursery rhyme by the teacher 

who teaches English for Young Learner at Cordova Course. In addition, the subject of 

this study will be limited on one teacher, who teaches the 5th grade students at Cordova 

Course. 

1.6. Definition of Key Terms 

In order to avoid misunderstanding of the idea, the researcher gives several 

definition of key terms used in this study. The definitions of key terms are defined as 

follow: 

a). Nursery Rhyme are short poems or songs that are made up of trivial musical 

verse (Dunst, 2011), for example, Twinkle Twinkle Little Star, Jack and Jill, Itsy 

Bitsy Spider, etc.  
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b). Young Learners are children between the ages of about 5 years old to 12 years 

old. Rixon in Yuliana (2003).  

c). Cordova Courses is the course where the researcher conducts the research. It is 

one of the courses in Malang which applies Nursery Rhyme to teach English to 

young learners.  

 

 

 


