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CHAPTER I 

INTRODUCTION 

  

This chapter presents background of the study, statement of the problems, 

purposes of the study, significance of the study, scope and limitation, and 

definition of the key terms. 

1.1 Background of the Study 

English is one of the international languages used as a means of 

communication in the international relationship among countries and is widely 

used in all branches of knowledge (Sukarno, 2008). This globalization era claims 

people to get a better understanding of English both in spoken and written form. 

This demand makes parents compete to enrol their children into an international 

school or national plus where the language used is mostly English. 

Teaching English for young learners is vital since young learners have more 

opportunities than adults, they are learning all the time without worrying about 

anything; their parents, friends and teachers all of them help the children in 

learning (Sabilah, 2009). It means that young learners have more time, 

opportunity and also more advantages in learning. Therefore, the basic skill must 

be given since they were young, and elementary school is the place where they 

can get the knowledge about English language. 

Teaching English in elementary school is the same as teaching English for 

young learners since young learners are students who are 7-12 years old. It is 

supported by Brezinova (2009) who states that young learners are usually 

described as learners aged between 6 to 10 or 11 years old. In these years, they are 
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very curious, active, and imaginative. Sukarno (2008: 57) states that the English 

teachers in elementary school are not only required to teach English to young 

learners (as one of the lessons) but also to become material designers. In line with 

Sukarno, Halimi (2014:1) states: 

Young learners are not little adults. They have very different needs, 

interest, and abilities from adult learners. Teaching English as a foreign 

language (EFL) to young learners requires that teachers have a thorough 

understanding of young learners’ development, needs, and characteristic. 

 

Commonly speaking, the are some problems occuring in the teaching and 

learning process. It happens when the expectation is not in line with the reality. 

Some previous researchers found that there were some problems in teaching. 

Azizah (2014), for example, found that the teacher’s problems were that the 

students rarely used English language in teaching and learning process and the 

school facilities were limited. Moreover, Hendratami (2013) also found out that 

there were some problems in English teaching and learning, in that the students 

were talking each other during teaching and learning activities, the students were 

shy or afraid to come forward, and the students forgot materials that they had just 

learned easily.  

In relation to the teaching problems mentioned above, it becomes essential for 

the teacher to select and use the most appropriate teaching method to solve the 

teaching problems. The methods of teaching English for young learners are many 

and various and innovative for every century; therefore, the teachers should get 

new innovation in teaching, make the learning process more fun and comfortable, 

make the student more attractive and confident to express what they feel. Freeman 

(1990) and Zainuddin (2011) state that there are eight methods and approaches of 

teaching; Grammar-translation method, Direct Method, Audio-lingual method, 
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Suggestopedia, Silent way, Total Physical Response, Natural Approach, and 

Communicative Approach. 

In order to support this research, the researcher uses some previous researches 

as a guide to establish the framework of the study. Wijayanti (2008) found that the 

teacher at SMAN 02 Batu implemented four methods. They were audio-lingual, 

direct method, grammar-translation method and also STAD (Students Team 

Achievement Division). Maulidah (2014) found that in SMP Al-Izzah Islamic 

Boarding House School the teacher implemented three methods; audio-lingual 

method especially for listening subject; direct method especially for speaking and 

reading skill; and STAD especially for writing skill. The teacher applied those 

methods through three stages; they were pre-teaching, whilst teaching, and post 

teaching activities. Upon the application of the methods, the students gave 

positive perception of the method used by the teacher and they perceived that 

those methods could make them understand the material easily and make them 

enjoy in the teaching learning process. 

Based on the previous studies and the reasons that teaching methods influence 

teaching and learning process, the researcher is interested to conduct a research 

about the English teaching method used for young learners at SD Mutiara 

Harapan Lawang. The researcher chooses elementary school because English at 

SD Mutiara Harapan is taught as a compulsory subject for the students in all 

grades. It is different from most schools that teach English as an optional or 

additional subject. Moreover, the researcher chooses SD Mutiara Harapan because 

in this school, English is a second language used in teaching learning processes. 

Teachers’ creativities and abilities in managing students should amaze the 
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students and also the researcher. It is quite interesting since the teacher should 

have more than interesting methods or techniques but also media to teach English. 

  The major differences between this research and the previous researches 

quoted above lie in the subject of the research and the research problem being 

investigated. So far, it is rarely found researches which investigated the students’ 

responses toward the teacher’s method used in teaching English for young 

learners based on digital library of University of Muhammadiyah Malang. 

Therefore, in this research, the researcher attempts to investigate the students’ 

responses toward the teacher’s method used in teaching in order to know whether 

or not the method is suitable with the need of the students. Briefly, this research 

focuses on analyzing the method used by the teacher in teaching English for 

English young learners and investigating the students’ responses toward the 

methods. 

 

1.2 Statement of the Problems 

Based on the explanation above, the research problems are formulated as 

follows: 

1. What method does the teacher use in teaching English for young learners at SD 

Mutiara Harapan Lawang? 

2. How does the teacher implement the method of teaching English for young 

learners at SD Mutiara Harapan Lawang? 

3. How do the students respond towards the teacher’s method in teaching English 

for young learners at SD Mutiara Harapan Lawang? 
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1.3 Purposes of the Study 

This study is conducted to answer the research problems. Therefore, the 

purposes of this study are stated as follows:  

1. To find out the method use by the teacher in teaching English for young 

learners at SD Mutiara Harapan Lawang. 

2. To investigate the way the teacher implements the method of teaching English 

for young learners at SD Mutiara Harapan Lawang.  

3. To investigate the students’ response towards the teachers’ method in teaching 

English for young learners at SD Mutiara Harapan Lawang. 

 

1.4 Significance of the Study 

The result of this study is expected to give the contribution to enrich the 

teaching method in teaching English for young learners, as follows: 

1. For readers and learners 

Hopefully, the result of this study can give an additional knowledge to the 

students about the methods used in teaching English for young learners and is 

also expected to be able to help students deepen and strengthen their 

understanding in learning English. 

2. For lecturers 

This study is expected to become additional information about various methods 

in teaching English and improve the lecturers’ skill in teaching English for 

young learners, especially in SD Mutiara Harapan, Lawang. 

3. For the next researchers  



6 
 

It is expected that the next researchers use this study as an additional reference 

about teaching and learning study for young learners and is able to attract their 

attention in order to conduct further researches on the appropriate teaching 

method for young learners. 

 

1.5 Scope and Limitation 

The scope in this study is on investigating the methods used by the teacher 

in teaching English and the students’ response towards the method. The limitation 

of the study is on the students of the 3
rd

 grade and the teacher who teaches them at 

SD Mutiara Harapan Lawang. 

 

1.6 Definition of the Key Terms 

To make the readers understand the terms used in this study easily, several 

definitions of the key terms are presented as follows: 

Teaching is showing or helping someone to learn how to do something, 

giving instruction, guiding in the study of something, providing with knowledge, 

causing to know or understand (Brown, 2000). 

Method is “an overall plan for the orderly presentation of language 

material, no part of which contradict and all of which are based upon the selected 

approach” (Richard and Rodgers, 2001). 

English for young learners are usually described as learners aged between 

6 to 10 or 11 years old. In this years, they are very curious, active, and 

imaginative ( Brezinova, 2009). 


