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CHAPTER I 

INTRODUCTION 

 

In this chapter, the writer presents background of the study, statement of 

the problems, the purposes of the study, the significance of the study, scope and 

limitation, and definition of key terms. Every part of the section is discussed as 

follows. 

 

1.1 Background of the Study 

Learning is one of the basic needs for human. This is because human will 

be able to increase their knowledge, ability, understanding, skill, and power of 

thought through learning. As a result, it can lead human to enhance their quality of 

life. Wilson and Peterson (2006, p. 1) state, “learning is process of active 

construction; that learning is a social phenomenon, as well as an individual 

experience; and that learner differences are resources, not obstacles.” Based on 

Wilson and Peterson description above, it can be concluded that through learning, 

human will improve their personal ability. Furthermore, learning is for all of the 

humans with no exception. Everybody has the same right to learn.  

One of important subjects to be learned in this global era is English. There 

are many scientific journals written in English. Besides journals, technology 

which nowadays becomes the most important need for human is also using 

English. This is because English is lingua franca in the world. As a result, it is 

definitely a language which is commonly used by people in all around the world. 

The importance of learning English is also stated by Mustafa (in Khairani, 2011) 
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that children who learn foreign language have better intellectual, academic, 

communication skill, and social ability. Thus, they will have readiness to enter a 

social context with various languages and cultures.  

Realizing the importance of learning English, the government determines 

English as a compulsory subject in junior and senior high school. The students are 

demanded to learn English skills. There are four skills in English that students 

have to be qualified in, namely speaking, listening, reading, and writing. Yet, 

before mastering those four skills, the most important thing is mastering 

vocabulary.  

The importance of vocabulary is stated by McCarthy (in Campillo, 1995) 

that although we cannot only focus on learning vocabulary, it is also true that even 

students are very good in learning grammar or how successful they master the L2, 

meaningful communication in L2 cannot happen without learning vocabulary. 

This means that in learning language, it is very important to master vocabulary 

first in order to master other language elements and skills. For that reason, 

learning vocabulary becomes an important element in language learning.  

Richards and Renandya (2002) suggest that vocabulary is one of the core 

components of language proficiency and determines how well learners speak, 

listen, read, and write. Indeed,  mastering vocabulary is closely related to the 

succes of mastering those four skills. Speaking without mastering vocabulary will 

affect fluency and variation of the word choices. It is also impossible to have 

meaningful conversation without understanding what is being said. In listening, if 

you lack of vocabulary, you may not be able to understand the message and 

receive the idea of what is being heard. For reading, due to less knowledge of 
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vocabulary, you will not be able to comprehend the information which the writer 

conveyed in the text. Moreover, in writing, the vocabulary mastery will affect how 

the writer conveys the idea through the text. The idea that the writer would like to 

convey depends on the diction that the writer used. It will make the text either 

clear or bias. This is because vocabulary of written language is much larger and 

various than vocabulary of oral language (Hayes, Wolfer, & Wolfe, in Hiebert and 

Kamil, 2005). Accordingly, vocabulary has an important role in mastering English 

skills.    

The twelve year students are the average age of first grade students in 

junior high school. This period is also called as teenager. As teenagers, it is 

important for them to learn English for their future. In this age, they could learn 

English a lot and it will be much easier for them due to their young age. They are 

hoped to be capable of learning the basic of English. Yet, even most of the 

students have already learnt English in elementary school, they still face some 

difficulties in learning English. This is because learning foreign language is not 

easy. The one that is difficult to learn is learning vocabulary. Campillo (1995, p.  

36) says, “learning vocabulary is more complex than it might appear at the first 

sight.” 

Learning vocabulary is difficult for several reasons. They tend to forget 

the words as soon as after they learn it. The number of words that the twelve year 

students need to learn is large. The difficulties also come from vocabulary 

teaching which commonly does not recognize the problems, and teachers are not 

aware that developing vocabulary is advantage for communication (Thornbury, 

2002). It can be seen that the teaching learning process tends not to emphasize the 
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importance of learning vocabulary, it tends to emphasize only in learning 

grammar. As a result, it creates students’ difficulty in learning vocabulary, which 

may also cause students difficulty in learning grammar due to lack of vocabulary.   

Based on previous research which was done by Rahmawati (2005), eight 

grade students of SMP Negeri I Borobudur in the Academic Year of 2011/2012 

had experienced the difficulties in learning vocabulary. Those difficulties were 

found when the students were doing the test. The less serious difficulties of 

vocabulary learning faced by the students were the meaning, pronunciation, and 

the use of words. Furthermore, the other aspects of vocabulary learning 

difficulties were spelling of the words. Inspired by that research, the writer wants 

to conduct a study on vocabulary learning difficulties in order to find possible 

solutions for those difficulties.   

 Based on the observation during teaching training (PPL II) at MTs 

Muhammadiyah 1 Malang, the writer found that the twelve years students in grade 

VIIC experienced difficulties in learning vocabulary. They tended to be less 

motivated in learning English, especially when they faced some difficult words. It 

was hard for them to learn the words, memorize them, and search for the meaning. 

Consequently, it was impacted to their ability in learning English. As they are in 

grade VII where the basics of English are taught, it is very important for them to 

improve their English in order to step to the next level. Yet, the improvement of 

English cannot be established without mastering the vocabulary.  

 Based on the explanation above, the writer intends to conduct a study on 

the difficulties in learning vocabulary faced by the twelve year students.  This 
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study aims to find students’ difficulties and how the teacher helps students to cope 

with the difficulties in learning vocabulary.  

 

1.2 Statement of the Problems 

According to background of study above, the problems are formulated as 

follows: 

1.   What are difficulties in learning vocabulary faced by the twelve year 

students of MTs Muhammadiyah 1 Malang? 

2.   How does the teacher help students to cope with the difficulties in learning 

vocabulary? 

 

1.3 The Purposes of the Study 

Based on statement of the problems above, the purposes of the study are: 

1. To investigate difficulties in learning vocabulary faced by the twelve year 

students of MTs Muhammadiyah 1 Malang. 

2. To describe how the teacher helps students to cope with the difficulties in 

learning vocabulary. 

 

1.4 The Significance of the Study 

The result of this study is expected to give a significant contribution for: 

1. English department students; the result of this study can be used as a learning 

material for them. It is also expected to add their knowledge about the 

difficulty faced by the students in learning vocabulary and how to overcome 

the difficulties.  
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2. English teacher; the result of this study is hoped to motivate the teacher in 

order to improve the teaching learning activities especially in teaching 

vocabulary. In addition, it will help the teacher in determining the method to 

teach vocabulary that is suitable for the students. 

3. Students; this study will help them to overcome the difficulty in learning 

vocabulary so that they can learn English well and effectively. When they can 

learn English well and effectively, it will help them to improve the four 

language skills. Furthermore, it also gives contribution to the improvement of 

the students’ ability in learning English. 

4. Next researcher; this study hopefully can be used as a reference in doing a 

further research about vocabulary. The writer also hopes that the next 

researcher can develop this study with study on different difficulties. 

 

1.5 Scope and Limitation 

 The scope of this study is the difficulties and how to cope with those 

difficulties in learning vocabulary in term of pronunciation, spelling, grammar, 

and meaning. Meanwhile, this study is limited to the difficulties faced by the 

twelve year students of grade VIIC at MTs Muhammadiyah 1 Malang and their 

English teacher. 

  

1.6 Definition of Key Terms 

Difficulty is the state or quality of being hard to do or to understand; the effort 

that something involves (Hornby, 2000: 349).  
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 Learning is defined functionally as changes in behavior that result from 

experience or mechanistically as changes in the organism that result from 

experience (Houwer, 2013: p. 1).  

 Vocabulary is a list of target language words (Nunan, 1999: p. 101). 

MTs is a junior high school which has characteristic as an Islamic school. It 

serves three years education program (seventh, eight, and ninth grades) after 

Madrasah Ibtidaiyah or Elementary School. (Keputusan Menteri Agama Republik 

Indonesia Nomor 369 Tahun 1993 Pasal 1). Meanwhile, MTs Muhammadiyah 1 

Malang is the name of Junior High School in East Java, Indonesia.  

   

 


