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CHAPTER I 

INTRODUCTION 

This chapter discusses background of the study, statement of the problems, 

purposes of the study, significance of the study, scope and limitation and 

definition of the key terms used in the thesis. 

1.1 Background of the Study 

Literature is an interesting and useful art to be studied. It is imaginative 

work that gives enjoyment and knowledge to the readers. Klarer defines 

“literature is referred to as the entirety of written expression, with the restriction 

that not every written document can be categorized as literature in the more exact 

sense of the word”(2004: 1). It means that not every writing is literature because 

literature has aesthetic or artistic language to distinguish literature from other 

writing. Further, Bennett and Royle state that “Literature is the kind of writing 

which most persistently and most provocatively engages with the uncanny aspects 

of experience, thought and feeling” (2004:35). It means that literature is a mirror 

of society and also human’s imagination and ideas of their expression. 

Furthermore, literature is one of the most creative and universal means of 

communicating the spiritual emotion and intellectual concern of mankind. Further, 

the author’s imagination can be formed to the readers through literature. It is 

related to Wellek and Warren’s statements (1990:3), literature is a creative 

activity of art. It is important in our life because it is one of the ways human 

beings express their ideas and feelings. 
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Talking about literature, drama is one of literary works. Drama is a 

performance in the theater in which actors take the roles of the characters. Usually 

drama is presented by the actors on the stage by uttering the written dialogue. 

Film is an example of drama. Film is media that contains sounds, video, 

animation, picture etc. as Bogarad and Schmit state that film is like a drama, 

require conventions. For example, movies generally have music in the 

background, a score that helps to determine tone or moods (2006: 1418). In 

addition to giving us entertainment, film gives us education of life, art, science 

and to solve problem in our life. Film becomes more popular than drama because 

the viewer can watch it anywhere without sitting in front of the stage.  

One of the film is “Enough”. It is directed by Michael Apted that is about 

domestic violence faced by Slim, a wife of Mitch Hiller. The film is chosen 

because of several considerations. First, “Enough” film directed by Michael Apted 

shows domestic violence done by a husband to his wife. Topic of domestic 

violence in this film clearly shows how domestic violence appears in the marriage 

life that usually happens in the real life. Second, “Enough” film is as an American 

drama-thriller film based on the New York Time bestseller Anna Quindlen 1998 

novel, Black and Blue. This film is casted by the most famous Hollywood 

actresses, reached the domestic box office of 51 million dollars. Furthermore this 

film was nominated two Razzie Awards, and one nomination of Teen Choice 

Award. 

 An analysis of Domestic violence in “Enough” film has never been studied 

before. This film is a rich source of Domestic violence. Domestic violence is one 
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of the most widespread violations of human right. It can include physical, sexual, 

psychological and economic violence. Furthermore,  domestic violence did by the 

abusers in purposes for giving pain and injuries to the victims. It is supported by 

Doak (2007:1) states that domestic violence is acts such as pushing, slapping, 

punching, or other violent acts perpetrated by husbands to their wives that 

produced no or minimal bruising, as well as threats of violence. 

This study concerns on discussing domestic violence as in a family. 

Domestic violence may occur if the relationship between abuser and victim are 

imbalance. Usually the abuser has bigger status and power of economic, physic, 

and social status in a family. Therefore the abuser often asks the victims to do his 

desire in order to get his target and the abuser will use all of manner even by 

violence. Here, this includes the case of domestic violence.  

1.2 Statement of the Problems 

Considering the points discussed in the background of the study above, it can 

be stated some problems as follows: 

1. What kinds of domestic violence are faced by Slim in Michael Apted’s 

film “Enough”? 

2. Why did Slim get domestic violence in Michael Apted’s film “Enough”? 

3. How did Slim solve the problems? 

1.3 Purpose of Study 

The writer states the purposes of this study in order to achieve a good result. 

The purposes of the study are: 
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1. To identify the kinds of Slim’s domestic violence in Michael Apted’s film 

“Enough”. 

2. To describe why Slim got domestic violence in Michael Apted’s film 

“Enough”. 

3. To elaborate how Slim solved the problems. 

1.4 Significance of Study 

The writer hopes that this result of this study will be useful for several 

parties. The first is for English department students. The students can take lesson 

about domestic violence reflected in a family that happens in a real life. In 

addition, the students can learn more about literature which is mirror of human 

life. The second is for teachers. The teachers can use this thesis as references 

when they teach literature especially about a human problem which is domestic 

violence. The third is for other researchers. This study can be considered as 

reference for a researcher on literature. 

In addition, men can get the lesson as the readers to notice the women’s 

right and never do domestic violence to their wives. Also for women readers, they 

can understand how important to struggle in their life for defending their 

judgment, keeping their honors, and seizing the right equality from their partners 

in the life. 

1.5 Scope and Limitation 

There are many topics can be studied in Enough film. In order to avoid a 

complicated discussion as well to get better understanding the topic, the writer has 



5 
 

to scope the study on the domestic violence of a spouse relationship faced by Slim 

in “Enough” film directed by Michael Apted. The limitation of the study is on the 

kinds of Slim’s domestic violence, reasons of Slim’s domestic violence and the 

ways of Slim solved the problem. 

1.6 Definition of Key Terms 

Analysis is a method by which a thing is separated into its parts, and those parts 

are given rigorous, logical, detailed scrutiny, resulting in a consistent 

and relatively complete statement of the elements of the thing and the 

principles of their organization (Holman, 1985:19).   

Enough film is a 2002 American drama-thriller film directed by Michael Apted 

and this film is based on the Anna Quindlen’s novel, Black and Blue 

which was a New York Time bestseller. 

Domestic violence is any violence between current and former partners in an 

intimate relationship, wherever and whenever the violence occurs. The 

violence may include physical, sexual, emotional and financial abuse 

(Blaunkett in Cooper &Vetere (2005:3). 

Michael Apted is An English director, producer, writer and actor. Since the 

1960s, he has helmed an extensive list of feature films and 

documentaries. Other than directing in Enough film, he directed the 

Chronicles of Narnia. 

Slim is a wife of Mitch Hiller who gets violence from her husband. She is forced 

to fight back her husband showing him that she has had enough. 
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Film is a motion picture that is considered by critics and scholars to be more 

serious or challenging. It also derives from the celluloid strip on which 

the images that make up motion pictures were originally captured, cut, 

and projected (Barsam & Monahan, 2010: 3). 

 

 

 

 


