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CHAPTER I 

INTRODUCTION 

The first chapter of this thesis contains some topics such as: background of 

study, statement of problem, purpose of study, significance of study, scope and 

limitation, and the last is definition of key terms. 

1.1 Background of Study 

Literature is an art of expressing thought and sense through creative product. 

Creativity in writing literature is influenced by knowledge, imaginations, and 

experiences of the author. Everyone has different reasons in studying literature. Some 

people are attracted to study literature because they want to get pleasure from the 

literary work, while others want to improve their knowledge and attitude that has 

relation to their lives. A good product of literature does not only express the ideas of 

the author, but also communicate some intended goals. Those goals are to amuse, to 

educate, to inform, to affect, to influence, to persuade, and even to give moral or 

educational values to consumers. Furthermore, Wellek and Warren (1956:95) say that 

“Literature represents life in large measure, a social reality even though the natural 

world and the inner subjective world of individual have also been objects of literature 

imitation”. Literary works such as plays, novels and poems are often concerned with 

the artists’ creativity to represent their ideas of life. By studying literary works, we do 

not only learn about the ‘fictional’ stories, but they have capacity for being true in the 

reality. 
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Novel is one of written literature forms that is commonly used by people. In a 

novel, the author directs the readers to follow the descriptions of his/her thought, ideas 

or senses through the stories. According to Isaac (2008:24) generally, the novel is a 

long, fictitious prose narrative whose imaginary characters and events are presented in 

a realistic, true-to-life manner. It reflects the situation and condition about human life 

in its interaction with each other and/or the environment, then illustrated by the author 

in a written form. It presents in detail the development of characters or a large complex 

or social issues involving many characters relationship or a complicated event covering 

many years or a complex relationship among a few characters. Most of the aspects in 

the real life of human being are presented in the novel that the author conveyed through 

the novel.  

Based on the statements above, a story written in a novel is closely reflection 

of social life that cannot be separated from community or organization. There is always 

a leader in a community or organization. Being a leader is not easy because he/she is 

the one who plans, directs or guides people toward a mutual goal. Leadership has been 

described as an influence relationship among leaders and employees who intend real 

changes and outcomes that reflect their shared purposes (Daft, 2005). There are so 

many different aspects to be a great leader – a role requiring one to play many different 

leadership styles to be successful. Different styles were needed for different situations 

and each leader needed to know when to exhibit a particular situation.  

“The Godfather” is one of the most successful Mario Puzo’s novels. This novel 

illustrates about the most powerful mafia family in New York-area, in 1940s, led by 
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Vito Corleone. Vito Corleone as the main character is portrayed as kind, reasonable, 

warm and loving father and man, though he is Don or the boss of mafia gangster. He 

is also known by all as the Godfather, a male Godparent who sponsors child baptism, 

takes responsibility for its faith, images of extraordinary leadership, enormous 

influence and exaggerates power. His character reflects a thought built around the 

mafia, explores the traits that command influence and followership among men 

everywhere –courage, competence, character and community. As a leader, Don Vito 

Corleone or the Godfather acts to control his own destiny in a society of suspect 

standards that drives a man of such attributes to a life of crime. It is clear that “The 

Godfather” is an epic story about family, loyalty, and how "men of honor" live in their 

own world, and die by their own laws that is the undercurrent that runs through this 

novel.  

Based on the whole descriptions above, the writer is interested in analyzing the 

kinds and the effects of leadership style reflected by Vito Corleone as the main 

character toward his organization in “The Godfather” novel by Mario Puzo. As this 

novel represents an ideal father who is very kind, religious, and a great leader who has 

images of extraordinary leadership to protect his family and all people around him. In 

contrast, he is Don or the boss of mafia gangster who lives and works in illegal 

businesses like liquor and gambling. 

 

1.2 Statement of Problems 
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The statements of problems of this novel are: 

a) What kinds of leadership style are reflected by Vito Corleone in “The Godfather” 

Novel by Mario Puzo? 

b) What are the effects of leadership style reflected by Vito Corleone toward his 

organization in “The Godfather” Novel by Mario Puzo? 

1.3 Purpose of the Study 

Based on the statement of problems, the purposes of the study are:  

a) To discover kinds of leadership style of Vito Corleone reflected in “The Godfather” 

Novel by Mario Puzo. 

b) To investigate the effects of leadership style of Vito Corleone toward his 

organization reflected in “The Godfather” Novel by Mario Puzo. 

1.4 Significance of the Study 

Significances of the study in this study are to students, to lecturers, and to the 

future researchers: 

a) For students: This study is expected to inspire students to learn literature and 

contribute to the development of leadership style. 

b) For lecturers: The result of this study is expected to be used as one of references in 

teaching literature, especially in the case of leadership style issues. 

c) For the future researchers: This study is expected to give contribution as one of 

sources for the future researchers who want to study more about leadership style in 

literary works like in a novel, short story or film and  even in real situation. 

1.5 Scope and Limitation 
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As mentioned in the background of study, the writer intends to analyze Mario 

Puzo’s novel entitled “The Godfather”. This study is primarily taken in scope of 

studying on the case of leadership style. While, the limitation of this study is only 

concerned on the main character’s leadership style acted by Vito Corleone. Hence, 

Vito Corleone is Don or the boss of New York-are mafia organization. 

1.6 Definition of Key Terms 

To avoid any kind of misunderstandings, the writer would like to give some 

key terms in this study. The key terms are as follows: 

a) Literature represents life in large measure, a social reality even though 

the natural world and the inner subjective world of 

individual have also been objects of literature imitation 

(Wellek & Warren, 1956:95). 

b) Leadership 

style 

is the combination of traits, skills, and behaviors leaders use 

as they interact with employees 

(Lussier & Achua, 2004). 

c) Novel is a long, fictitious prose narrative whose imaginary 

characters and events are presented in a realistic, true-to-life 

manner (Isaac, 2008:24). 

d) The Godfather is Mario Puzo’s novel, in which illustrating New York-area 

mafia family organization in 1940s, headed by Vito 

Corleone. 
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e) Vito Corleone as the main character in “The Godfather” novel who is 

portrayed as a native sicilian, kind, reasonable, warm and 

loving father, though he is Don or the boss of the Corleone 

family. 

   

   

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


