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CHAPTER I 

INTRODUCTION 

1.1  Background of Study 

Education constitutes to be the salient thing in the universe and it grows rapidly 

along with the growth of human being. In an educational domain, there are some 

branches that teacher and student need to be capable of, one of which is English. 

English as one of an international languages plays a significant role in the worldwide 

communication. Without possessing an insight and skill of English, it is bothersome 

for human being to communicate. Hence, putting aside learning English is just the same 

like losing the key to the world adventure. 

English is not easy to be taught and learnt, both teacher and student are essential to 

collaborate each other. Furthermore, in the teaching-learning process, however, the 

teacher plays the most important role. It is due to the phenomenon that teacher controls 

the whole activities in the classroom where the teaching-learning process occur. 

Teacher needs to be skilled at creating the educational atmosphere in the classroom in 

order to make it effective.  

Borich (2007; 2) states that an effective teacher needs to possess Sigmund Freud’s 

insight, Albert Einstein’s knowledge, and Florence Nightingale’s dedication. 

Additionally, Sigmund Freud was a scholar and also psychiatrist in his era and his 

capability in psychology had been made him being a father of psychoanalysis.  Besides, 
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Albert Einstein was the most well-known scientist who had a brilliant analytical mind. 

And the last magnate is Lady with the Lamb, Florence Nightingale, a philosopher of 

nursing whom dedicated herself in the Crimean War and also a writer. In short, what 

Borich is trying to say is that teacher is supposed to own not only the brilliant 

knowledge but also the capability to influence his or her students to enhance their 

knowledge more and more and also she or he needs to have a strong dedication in 

teaching. In implementing those figures’ character, teacher is necessary to render the 

teaching learning process by implementing a variety approaches, methods, procedures, 

technique and strategy. Moreover, Harmer (2010; 62) differentiates each of those term. 

He states that approach is the theories about the nature of language which describes the 

way people acquire their knowledge of language while method is the practical 

realization of an approach that include procedures and techniques. Also, procedure is 

the sequence of techniques in order and technique is the way in implementing the 

procedure. Besides, Hall (2009; 1) affirms that strategy is a plan in learning to help 

students understand the knowledge they got and also solve the problems during 

learning process. 

From the explanation above, approaches, methods, procedures, technique and 

strategy are unable to be separated, hence, those need to be done in teaching learning 

process. Moreover, in this research, the strategy in teaching will be studied more. 

Likewise, there are a lot of strategies in teaching and learning, but teacher needs to pick 
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at least one strategy to be implemented in his or her teaching learning process, 

especially teaching English. 

Cooperative Learning is one of the strategy that is recommended to be used by the 

teacher. This argument is supported by Richards and Rodgers (2001; 192) who claims 

that it is an approach in teaching which uses cooperative activities involving pairs and 

small groups of students in the classroom. It is also proven by Parveen (2012) who 

investigated the effect of Cooperative Learning and the traditional method used by the 

teacher and the result was that CL is superior compared to traditional method. Those 

two research studies are also supported by another previous studies conducted by 

Gillies and Boyle (2010) reporting that the teachers have positive experiences with CL, 

it also helps the students to socialize each other during the group activities. Kristiawan 

(2013) agrees, a research he conducted at West Sumatra also come to the result that 

there are many advantages from CL, one of which is the students are more active in the 

class. Liang (2002) who conducted an experimental research of the process and effects 

of CL supports Kristiawan’s research as well. She states that CL helped the students in 

enhancing their competence and motivation to learn English.   

Jacobs and Hall (2002; 52) also state that: 

Cooperative learning is more than just putting students in groups and giving them 

something to do. Cooperative learning principles and techniques are tools which 

teachers use to encourage mutual helpfulness in the groups and the active participation 

of all members, for example in Numbered Heads Together that members need to know 

and be ready to explain their group’s answer(s) and because when students help their 

group mates, they help themselves and their whole group, because the response given 

belongs to the whole group, not just to the group member giving it. 
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Otherwise, implementing CL is not like a magician does his trick, but in using 

CL the teacher needs to ponder many times before making the decision. They also 

explain that the groups in CL should be as follows: 

a. Even 2 people are a group 

b. The smaller group, the more each member talks and the less chance there is that 

someone will be left out. If time is short, smaller groups can usually do an activity 

more quickly. Smaller groups also require fewer group-management skills. Thus, 

from the explanations above, groups of two or three may be the best. 

c. Larger groups are good because they provide more people for doing big tasks, 

increase the variety of people in term of skills, personalities, backgrounds, and so 

on, and reduce the number of groups for the teacher monitor. 

d. Groups of four are recommended. 

Summing up those four ways in grouping the students, all of those variation of 

grouping are based on the students’ and the topics of the subject need. 

Conducting this research, based on the researcher’s two months experience in 

internship starting from August until October 2014 at SMKN 13 Malang, the English 

subject is taught once a week with ninety minutes length. Hence, students only had a 

limited time in learning English. Therefore, the teacher needs to be aware of the limited 

time they possess to learn English. She also needs to deal with the students’ problems. 

One of the problem is their lack of vocabulary which make them shy to utter whatever 

it is in their minds. They don’t even aware of the dictionary’s importance. Although 
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the English teacher implemented varied in the way she delivered the materials, it was 

difficult for the students to accomplish English tasks. Due to the matters the students 

face, the teacher implemented CL strategy. It will really help because it is going to be 

focused on the students’ cooperation. Besides, it is difficult as an English teacher here 

because she needs to teach all 12 classes by herself from the 10th – 12th grades. 

Specifically, those classes are class Nautica which means a study of ship and sailing, 

class TPHP which allows the students to study about agricultural technology, and class 

KPR or Nursing class. CL is also salient to minimalize her difficulties in teaching. 

Therefore, the researcher is interested in investigating CL strategy implemented by the 

English teacher regarding to improve the students’ achievements. 

1.1 Statement of Problems 

1. What are the kinds of Cooperative Learning Strategy implemented by the English 

teacher at SMKN 13 Malang? 

2. How does the English teacher at SMKN 13 Malang implement Cooperative 

Learning Strategy? 

3. What problems do the English teacher face in implementing Cooperative Learning 

Strategy at SMKN 13 Malang? 

4. How do the English teacher cope with the problems in implementing Cooperative 

Learning Strategy at SMKN 13 Malang? 
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1.3 Purposes of Study 

1. to investigate the kinds of Cooperative Learning Strategy implemented by the 

English teacher at SMKN 13 Malang. 

2. to find out the way the English teacher implement Cooperative Learning Strategy 

at SMKN 13 Malang. 

3. to investigate the problems the English teacher face in implementing Cooperative 

Learning Strategy at SMKN 13 Malang. 

4. to investigate the English Teacher’s solutions in solving the problems in 

implementing the kinds Cooperative Learning Strategy at SMKN 13 Malang. 

1.4 Significance of Study 

1. For the teachers: This research is expected to be a reference mainly for the English 

teacher about some strategy in CL. Moreover, the teacher will also get an insight 

of the variety of it. 

2. For the students: It is expected to give valuable knowledge for the students about 

how to collaborate with partners in a form of group in CL. Specifically, they will 

be able to know the kinds of CL their teacher implemented.  

3. For the researchers: Hopefully, the next researchers will be helped by reading this 

research, thus they are able to understand the kinds of CL and also solve the 

problems that may be occurred. Also, it can be a reference for the other researcher 

in conducting research about the same topic. 
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1.5 Scope and Limitation 

Based on proceeding statement of problems, the researcher considers to 

make the scope and limitation of this research. The scope of this research focuses 

on the implementation of CL, a strategy to make the teaching learning process 

more alive by grouping the students. Meanwhile, this research is limited in the 

kinds, difficulties and also the solutions in implementing CL strategy by an English 

teacher at SMKN 13 Malang at the first grade of 2014. The research is focused on 

the first grade because the English teacher mostly implements CL strategy in this 

grade instead of another grades. Moreover, the implementation of CL is also best 

use in the first grade because the freshmen year students are needed to be grouped 

in order to enhance their confidence in uttering their opinion. 

1.6 Definition of Key Terms 

To avoid the misinterpretations, defining the key terms as follows is needed: 

1. Cooperative Learning 

According to Knight (2009; 3), Cooperative Learning is an instructional strategy 

that permits students to work in groups to teach themselves about their 

understanding.  

2. SMKN 13 Malang 

SMKN 13 Malang which located in Perum Villa Bukit Tidar Block A2 No.13 

Malang was built a couple of years ago and it has three special majors, those are 

Nautica, TPHP (Agricultural Technology), and KPR (Nursing). Studying Nautica 
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means that the students are taught about the study of ocean such as shipping and 

sailing. On the other hand, in TPHP the students learn about how to make the 

agricultural output become a product that can be sold. Lastly, the last major is 

nursing which demands the students to have a good proficiency in taking care of 

the patients.  


