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CHAPTER I 

INTRODUCTION 

This research presents such topics as: background of the study, 

statement of the problem, hypothesis, purpose of the study, significance of the 

study, scope and limitation, and definition of the key terms. Each section is 

presented as follows. 

 

1.1 Background of the Study 

There are many languages used as a means of communication by people 

all over the world. Brown (2007) stated that language is a systematic, set of 

arbitrary human symbol, essentially although possibly not limited for human, 

acquired by all people in much the same way. One of them is English. It has a 

role as an International language. It is known as the first foreign language 

taught in Indonesia. English is important for the development of science and 

technology. Therefore, in Indonesia it is taught from Elementary School up to 

University. 

In the 2000s, English was no longer as subject but the language of 

instruction in class in school of Indonesia that initiated bilingual school or 

National School International Standard. However, in January 2013, the 

International Standard School (RSBI) was eliminated from the curriculum 

because of some reasons. The reasons included the deterioration of student’s 

language in Indonesia and gaps that only those who were from well to do 

families could effort that education. On the one side it was encouraging the 

community and on the other side troubling. The elimination of RSBI was
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followed by immediate abolition of English lesson as local content in Elementary School. 

That discourse has emerged to eliminate first, but it has not been decided by the 

government. In the long term, gradually English must have been completely eliminated 

from Elementary School (Primary School) before academic year 2016/2017. 

However, the elimination of English from primary school is contrary to the theory 

that introduction of foreign language should have been done earlier. In the country, the 

theory about introducing foreign language in childhood is not appropriate with the policy 

of abolishing English from primary school. 

Basically, in teaching young learners, teachers should be creative. They have to 

master wide range of practical technique of teaching. Teachers are also expected to raise 

students’ motivation, which in turn can also assist teachers in achieving the learning 

objectives that have been planed and advance. Teacher and student teachers are expected to 

develop ways or techniques to teach themselves according to the needs, circumstance, and 

draft class condition at a local school. 

According to Suyanto (2009), learning activities should not always be done in the 

classroom. Occasionally students need to be invited to the outside of the classroom to learn 

more about the environment around them. They can enrich their vocabulary because there 

are things that have not been taught in class. 

In the process of learning, the teacher’s duty is to provide information and help 

students get new knowledge, all of which can be obtained not only by classroom activities 

but also outdoor learning. 

In the previous study conducted by Dyment (2003), it was found that the impacts of 

green school ground initiative at 45 elementary, middle, and high school in the Toronto 

District School Board. As part of their study, Dyment also conducted in-depth interviews 

with 21 respondents from 5 schools. Despite the variety of school studied, Dyment found a 
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number of common benefits of greening initiatives. For example, 90% of respondents 

reported that student enthusiasm and engagement in learning increased on green school 

grounds as compared to teaching indoors and 70% of respondents reported that their 

motivation for teaching increased on green school grounds as compared to teaching 

indoors. She was conclude the report by providing a series of high- level policy 

recommendations to assist school across Ontario in successfully implementing and 

realizing the full benefits of school ground greening initiatives. 

In Indonesia, Adiwiyata is a program organized by the Ministry of the Environment 

in order to encourage the creation of knowledge and awareness of the school for school 

environment care. The purpose is to make good condition for the school as a comfortable 

place of learning.  

SDN Tulungrejo 4 BumiajiBatu is one of elementary schools awarded Adiwiyata in 

National level. This school is classified as school that has large land. It has a very 

supportive local area. There are classroom, library, school yard, school garden, and healthy 

canteen. They are used as a means of environmental learning by the students. In 2013 

curriculum teaching learning process should have a theme or known as thematic learning. 

Integrated thematic learning is learning that uses the theme to associate some subjects that 

can provide meaningful experience to learners.  

As a substitute teacher in 3rd grade, the researcher found a good responds from the 

students in teaching and learning process. When the researcher invited the students in 

outdoor learning, they were more active and interested about what they should learn in that 

day. From those situations, the researcher wants to know the effectiveness of outdoor 

learning.  

Based on those statements, it is necessary to create an effective and creative 

learning activity such as outdoor learning. So the researcher has decided to do a research 
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entitled the effectiveness of outdoor learning for 3rd gradeEYL at SDN Tulungrejo 4 

Bumiaji, Batu. 

 

1.2 Statements of the Problem 

Based on the background of the study, the research problem can be formulated as 

follows:  

Is outdoor learning effective for 3rd grade EYL at SDN Tulungrejo 4 Bumiaji, Batu?  

 

1.3 Hypothesis 

The researcher states the hypothesis as below: 

 Alternative hypothesis (Hi): outdoor learning is effective for 3rd grade EYL at SDN 

Tulungrejo 4 Bumiaji, Batu 

 Null hypothesis (Ho): outdoor learning is not effective for 3rd grade EYL at SDN 

Tulungrejo 4 Bumiaji, Batu 

1.4 Purpose of Study  

Based on the statements of the problem, this study is intended to find out the 

effectiveness of outdoor learning for 3rd grade EYL at SDN Tulungrejo 4 Bumiaji, Batu. 

 

1.5 Significance of the Study  

The researcher expects that this study can give valuable contribution in education 

and some advantages for several parties who are related to this study: 

1. Teachers 

It is hoped that the teachers can obtain additional information and select appropriate 

technique in teaching English for young learners. 

2. Students of English Department  
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This research can be used as a reference for the students of English Department when they 

conduct teaching practice at school.  

3. Next Researcher 

The result of this research is also expected to give benefit to next researchers who want to 

conduct research on the other subjects. Hopefully, this research can provide additional 

information about technique in teaching English for young learners. 

 

1.6 Scope and Limitation  

    The scope of this research is the effectiveness of outdoor learning. The limitation of 

this research is in 3rd grade EYL at SDN Tulungrejo 4 Bumiaji, Batu class A and B 

consisting of 27 and 28 students. 

1.7 Definition of the Key Terms 

The definition of the key terms is aimed at avoiding misunderstanding of the 

concepts which are used in this study. The terms which need to be defined are as 

follows: 

1. Effectiveness in this research is defined as the treatment given to the students in order 

to meet the purpose of study. In this case, it can be seen from the data that is collected 

by the researcher through pre-test and post-test. 

2. Outdoor Learning is an activity outside of school which contains outdoors activities 

the classroom/ school and the other in the wild. (Husamah:2013) 

3. Teaching English for Young Learners is not only delivery the materials itself, but 

also encouraging and stimulating young learners to think creatively. 

(Cameron:2001) 

4. SDN Tulungrejo 4 is one of Elementary School of Adiwiyata in Bumiaji, Batu, 

East Java. 


