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CHAPTER I 

INTRODUCTION 

 This chapter presents some topics related to background of study, statement 

of problems, purpose of study, scope and limitation, significance of study and 

definition of key terms. 

1.1 Background of Study 

The world always changes everyday. English has become famous among 

people from children to adult although English is just as a foreign language for 

Indonesian. If people do not want to be left behind from the changes, one of the 

ways is by mastering English. 

Nowdays, Indonesian’s necessity in learning English has increased because 

they want to follow the changes. They really want to know and learn about the 

language. Indonesia’s government give a big intention in order to improve people’s 

abilities in English. One of the ways is by teaching the language from the beginning 

level of education. English has been taught from elementary to university. 

In teaching English, there are four skills that should be mastered by students 

such as reading, writing, speaking, and listening. Writing is considered as difficult 

skill to be learnt. Writing requires students to pay attention not only in generating 

and developing ideas into a good writing but also the language components; 

structure, vocabulary, and spelling. Heaton (1989: 135) explains that the writing 

skills are complex and sometimes difficult to teach, requiring mastery not only of 

grammatical and rhetorical devices but also of conceptual and judgement elements. 
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Without understanding grammar, students will never be able to convey their 

ideas  in a good writing. Their writing will be disorganized and causes such 

problems, like grammatical errors in writing. According to Harmer (2001: 12), 

grammar is the description of the ways in which words can change their forms and 

can be combined into sentences in that language. It can be sure that grammar is the 

essential part as a writing guidance for students to compose their writing correctly 

and to convey the meaning properly in particular written form.  

Curriculum in Indonesia requires students to be able to write texts such as 

descriptive text, narrative text, recount text, etc. Based on the curriculum 2013, 

descriptive text is taught in eight year or eighth grade of junior high school. The 

basic competence of the lesson is that students should be able to write short simple 

descriptive text either verbal or written about person, animal and thing, event by 

concerning on social function, text structure, and grammar contextually.  

According to Artono et al (2008: 16), “A descriptive text is a text that 

describes the featuresof someone, something, or a certain place”. Descriptive text 

has generic structure that consists of introduction and description. Introduction is a 

part of the text which introduces particular person or thing or place. In description, 

the writer describes parts, qualities, characteristics of the object that he or she wants 

to describe. 

Based on the researcher’s experience when he underwent a teaching 

internship in junior high school, there were a number of students found some 

problems in writing descriptive text. They often got problems in generating their 

ideas and in applying grammar rules.  It was very difficult for students to get ideas 
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in composing descriptive text. While, in term of grammar, the students could not 

apply the correct rules of grammar. It led students to commit errors in their writing. 

Based on the previous study, Putri (2013), found that there were some 

general  errors that eight-grade of acceleration class students of SMPN 3 Malang 

faced in learning simple present tense in writing descriptive text such as omission 

errors, addition errors, misordering errors, misformation errors. The omission errors 

were found as the highest of occurrence, which was about 47,05%. They were 

omission of verb inflections (marker of –s/-es) and kind of error with omission 

of auxiliary verbs (be). The errors with the second highest frequency of occurrence 

in this study were errors of misformation. The percentage was about 45,88 %. Next, 

the researcher also found some addition errors with the percentage of 4,70%. The 

last was error of misordering which came up about 2,35 % of all errors. 

Another researcher, Rahmawati (2012), found that there were some general  

errors that fourth semester students of English Departement at STAIN Salatiga 

faced in learning simple present tense such as omission errors, addition errors, 

misordering errors, misinformation errors. In omission errors, there were five errors 

that were found such as ommision of subject, omission of to be in the simple 

present, omission of s or es in the verb form, omission of preposition, and omission 

of s or es in the plural form. While in addition errors, there were four errors such as 

a addition of s or es in the singular form, addition of possessive marker s, addition 

of to be in the simple present tense, and addition of preposition. Based on her 

research, it was found that omission became the errors that often made by the 

students in Writing I class. 



4 
 

Facing the condition above, writing in English is not easy for students. They 

may commit errors in their writing. According to Hasyim (2002: 42), errors in 

foreign language teaching especially in English are the cases which are difficult 

enough to avoid. If this phenomenon happens continuously, the students will fail in 

learning the language. By understanding their errors, teacher will know the 

problems that they face and try to analyze their weaknesses. 

Based on the background of study abovementioned, the researcher is 

interested in analysing the grammatical errors in writing descriptive text. This 

research is conducted in the eight-grade students of SMP Negeri 11 Malang.  

1.2 Statement Problems  

Based on the background of the study, the researcher would like to 

formulate the problems as follows:  

1. What types of grammatical errors in writing descriptive text made by eighth-

grade students of SMP Negeri 11 Malang? 

2. How is the frequency of grammatical errors in writing descriptive text made 

by eighth-grade students of SMP Negeri 11 Malang? 

1.3 Purpose of Study 

 Based on the statement problems, the purposes of study are stated as 

follows: 

1. To find out the types of grammatical errors in writing descriptive text made 

by eighth-grade students of SMP Negeri 11 Malang. 

2. To find out the frequency ofgrammatical errors in writing descriptive text 

made by eighth-grade students of SMP Negeri 11 Malang. 
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1.4 Scope and Limitation 

 In order to give a clear description of this study, it is necessary to make the 

limitation. This study is concerned on analysing grammatical errors in writing 

descriptive text made by eighth-grade students of SMP Negeri 11 Malang. The 

grammatical rules in writing descriptive textare analyzed by using Surface 

Taxonomy analysis. Those errors are taken from students’ writing. 

1.5 Significance of Study 

 It is hoped that this study will give some benefits as follows: 

1. Theoritical Benefit 

Theoretically,the result of this study will develop teachers’ 

understanding about the theory of error analysis especially in teaching 

writing texts. 

2. Practical Benefit 

Practically, the result of this study may become a very important 

reference for students and teachers as follows: 

a. Teachers 

It can be used as references to improve the teaching learning process for 

the teachers by analyzing students’ errors in writing. 

b. Students 

It can be used as references to improve students’ understanding in 

writing subject especially in writing descriptive text. 

1.6 Definition of Key Terms 
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1. Error is a deviation of grammatical rules in writing which happens because 

of the result from the learner’s lack of knowledge of correct rules in writing. 

In this study, error refers to a deviation of grammatical rules which happens 

when the eighth-grade students of SMP Negeri 11 Malang write descriptive 

text. 

2. Writing is process of generating, arranging and developing ideas into written 

form. In this study, writing refers to descriptive text made by eighth-grade 

students of SMP Negeri 11 Malang. 

3. Descriptive text is a kind of English text which has a function to describe 

something in detail such as place, person, animal, and etc.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


