
CHAPTER I 

INTRODUCTION 

 

 Chapter I of this research present such topics as: background of study, statement of the 

problems, purposes of the study, significance of the study, scope and limitation, definition of the 

key terms. Each section is presented as follows. 

1.1 Background of Study 

Learning English consists of four skills; they are reading, writing, listening and speaking. 

The success of learning English can be affected by the students’ motivation because motivation 

is the key to all learning. According to Santrock (2011:438), “Motivation is something that 

energizes, directs, and sustains behavior”. Motivation is needed by the students’ in learning 

process because it is energy that supports the students’ to do something that they like and to 

facilitate them in accepting the lesson. Therefore, motivation is an important aspect in teaching 

and learning process. By having good motivation in learning English, students’ will be easy to do 

their activities well in the classroom, to access and transfer   information. 

The explanation of motivation include both inside and outside of the students’. These are 

called intrinsic and extrinsic motivation. According to Santrock (2011:441), “Intrinsic motivation 

involves the internal motivation to do something for one’s own sake, for example, a student may 

study hard for a test because she enjoys the content of the course. Extrinsic motivation is often 

influenced by external incentives such us reward and punishment. For example, a student may 

study hard for a test in order to obtain a good grade in the course”. 

There are at least two studies that have been done in the field of motivation in learning 

English. Firstly, Cheng Tsai (2014) investigated students’ Motivation and Anxiety of English 



Learning at Taiwan Technical University. He found that English learning anxiety had a little 

effect on English learning motivation for the different levels of language proficiency groups, 

especially for learners in the intermediate group. In general, extrinsic motivation plays an 

important role in English learning motivation to English-majoring students, whereas intrinsic 

motivation plays a significant part in English learning motivation to non-English-majoring 

students’. Secondly, Rehman (2014) investigated the role of motivation in learning English 

language for Pakistani learners. He found that the percentage of extrinsic motivation was higher 

(70%) than that of intrinsic motivation (24%).  

Based on the explanation above, the writer knows that motivation is important in learning 

English.  Therefore, the writer intends to conduct the research on students’ motivation in learning 

English at SMP Muhammadiyah 4 Malang. The reason for choosing this research is that the 

writer believes that motivation is important to support the success in learning English, the writer 

wants to know the kind of students motivation which is dominant in learning English , and the 

way teachers motivate their students’ to learn English 

SMP Muhammadiyah 4 Malang is chosen because of three reasons. Firstly, the writer did 

teaching practice (PPL) there for two months; so the writer is familiar with the teachers and 

students’, and it makes easier for the writer in conducting research. Secondly, she knows the 

situation and condition in the classroom in which most of the students’ have less of spirit while 

teaching learning process. Thirdly, she knows that the students’ SMP Muhammadiyah 4 Malang 

still have difficulties in learning English.  

1.2 Statement of the Problems 

 Based on the background of study, the writer formulates the problems as follows: 

1. How is the students’ motivation in learning English at SMP Muhammadiyah 4 Malang? 



2. What kind of students’ motivation is dominant in learning English at SMP     

Muhammadiyah 4 Malang?  

3. How does the teacher motivate her students’ to learn English at SMP Muhammadiyah 4 

Malang? 

1.3 Purposes of the Study 

 This purpose of study is related to the problems above. The purpose of this study is stated 

as follows: 

1. To get information about the students’ motivation in learning English at SMP 

Muhammadiyah 4 Malang. 

2. To know kind of students’ motivation which dominant in learning English at SMP 

Muhammadiyah 4 Malang  

3. To know the way teacher motivates her students’ to learn English at SMP Muhammadiyah 4 

Malang. 

1.4 Significance of the Study  

 The finding of the study is expected to give more information about students’ motivation 

in learning English. This information will be useful for the school principal in achieving the 

success of the teaching learning activities in this school, especially English subject. 

 The result of the study is also expected to provide feedback to English teachers, 

especially at SMP Muhammadiyah 4 Malang and generally for English teachers in other schools 

to increase students' motivation in order to improve learning achievement. 

1.5 Scope and Limitation of the Study  

 This study focuses on the students’ motivation, the kind of students’ motivation which 

dominant in learning English, and the way the teacher motivates her students in learning English. 



This study is limited to the eight grade students and one English teacher at SMP Muhammadiyah 

4 Malang. 

1.6 Definition of the Key Terms   

 To avoid misunderstanding, some key terms in this study are explained as follows: 

Learning is relatively permanent change in behavioral tendency and is the result of reinforced 

practice (Brown 2000: 7). 

Motivation is something that energizes, directs, and sustains behavior (Santrock 2011:438). 

Intrinsic motivation is the natural tendency to seek out and conquer challenges as we pursue 

personal interests and exercise capabilities (Woolfolk 2004:388). 

Extrinsic motivation is motivation created by external factors such as rewards and punishment 

(Woolfolk 2004:388). 

 


