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CHAPTER I 

INTRODUCTION 

Chapter I of this research provides the basic idea related to the study. 

This chapter discusses about the background of the study, statement of the 

problems, purposes of the study, significance of the study, scope and limitation, 

and definition of the key terms.  

1.1 Background of the Study 

Language is a means of communication used to transfer information, 

ideas, and feelings from one person to another. It is used to communicate both in 

oral and in written forms. One of the popular languages used is English. In 

Indonesia, English is learned by the student as a foreign language which is taught 

and learnt in a formal education from elementary school up to university.  

Nowadays, Indonesia has been applying the 2006 curriculum or KTSP 

(Kurikulum Tingkat Satuan Pendidikan) in the teaching of English language. The 

2006 curriculum or called as School Based Curriculum (SBC) is designed by 

Ministry of Education and Culture and implemented at every educational 

institution in 2006. While the 2006 curriculum aims to increase school autonomy, 

it also brings with it demands a significant change in the role of teaching and 

teacher practice (Sulfasyah, 2013). In this case, this curriculum expects the 

teachers to teach their students to master the language skills in order to improve 

the quality of teaching learning especially in English course.  
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In English teaching, there are four major skills that must be learnt by 

students, because all of them are important. They are listening, reading, speaking, 

and writing. Listening is one of the English skills that focuses on hearing to 

comprehend about what the speaker says. It helps to recognize the appropriate 

sound in pronouncing certain words. The next skill is reading that makes students 

able to get a lot of information from what they read. Another skill is speaking that 

makes students able to communicate or to express idea or opinion with others 

orally. The last is writing, in writing, it needs feeling and thought in combining 

the words and sentences in order that the reader can understand about that writing. 

But in fact, writing is the most difficult skill for students to master. According to 

Ilmillahdini (2014) “the difficulty appears not only in generating and organizing 

ideas, but also in translating these ideas into readable text”. 

Therefore, to motivate the English teaching learning activities especially 

in writing skill, to achieve the learning’ success and to meet standard of adequacy, 

the teachers and students need scientific books or textbooks. According to 

Mukundan (2012), “the textbook is one of the crucial factors in determining the 

learners’ success in language courses.” In this case, the textbook is an important 

thing that influences in teaching learning process. In textbook, there are some of 

the materials which depict about the students’ activities in learning process. 

Therefore, in this study the writer focuses on the students’ activities especially on 

writing activities based on the 2006 English curriculum textbooks.   

In addition, there are some studies related with the existence of writing 

activities in English textbooks from the previous study about writing skill 
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activities in SMA English Textbooks based on the 2004 English curriculum 

(Saraswati, 2006). She found that the most varieties of writing activities in 

Headlight 1 published by Erlangga are filling identity, writing (paragraph, 

postcard, personal letter, short article, and letter of invitation), giving conjunction, 

describing someone, replying the message using sympathy expression, listing, 

completing the table, correcting punctuation, dividing paragraph, and making 

organized the sentences into paragraph.  

The other research was conducted by Camelia (2006), in her thesis 

entitled “Teaching learning activities of writing skill in SMP English textbook 

based on the 2004 English curriculum”. In her study, she found that the most 

varieties of writing activities in English on Sky published by Erlangga are 

completing (sentence, dialog, report, a letter, an identity card, and table), changing 

words, writing (letter, report, sentence, and paragraph), matching (picture, part of 

house, and job name with place and responsibility), drawing maps and family 

trees, making questions, describing pictures, composing dialogs, and choosing the 

correct words.  

Based on the previous research above, all of them analyzed about the 

English textbooks based on the 2004 English curriculum, but in this study, the 

writer would like to investigate the English textbooks based on the 2006 English 

curriculum. The textbooks that will be analyzed are The Bridge English 

Competence (2006) published by Yudhistira, English on Sky (2007) published by 

Erlangga, and Through the World (2007) published by Arya Duta. All of these 

textbooks are widely used by high school English teachers and students in 
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Indonesia and supported by their names which are familiar in the public. 

Therefore, the writer would like to analyze these textbook especially on the kinds 

of writing activities and the most and least variety of writing activities. 

1.2 Statement of the Problems 

Based on the background of study above, the problems of the study are 

formulated as follows: 

1. What are the writing activities in The Bridge English Competence textbook 

published by Yudhistira, the English on Sky textbook published by 

Erlangga, and the Through the World textbook published by Arya Duta ? 

2. Among the three publishers, which textbook has the most variety and the 

least variety of writing activities? 

3. What are the writing activities in the first grade of SMP English textbooks 

that are relevant or suitable based on the 2006 English Curriculum? 

1.3 Purposes of the Study 

The purpose of study is related to the problems of study as follows:  

1. To know the writing activities in The Bridge English Competence textbook 

published by Yudhistira, the English on Sky textbook published by 

Erlangga, and the Through the World textbook published by Arya Duta ? 

2. To know which textbook has the most variety and the least variety of writing 

activities between the three English textbooks. 

3. To know whether the writing activities in the first grade of SMP English 

textbooks that are relevant or suitable based on the 2006 English curriculum.  
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1.4 Significance of the Study 

The study is expected to be useful for English teachers, headmasters, 

English book writers and the next researchers. This study will help the teachers to 

know which parts of writing activities based on the 2006 English curriculum 

English textbooks are suitable for the students needs. For those, which are not 

suitable, the teachers can find other materials from other sources to fulfill the 

requirements of the curriculum. For the headmasters, it is expected that in 

selecting the appropriate textbook, they will not make mistake in determining the 

textbook. Then for English book writers, the result of this study can be used to 

decide which parts of the textbook need improvement. Therefore, they can 

improve or arrange the content in the future textbook. Finally, this study can be a 

guide to follow-up for the next researchers who want to conduct the research 

about an analysis of writing activities in English textbooks. 

1.5 Scope and Limitation 

The scope of this study are the analysis of writing activities in the 

English textbooks based on the 2006 English Curriculum and which of the 

textbooks has the most and least various writing activities. Meanwhile, this study 

is limited on the first grade of SMP English textbooks. The textbooks that will be 

analyzed are The Bridge English Competence (2006) published by Yudhistira, 

English on Sky (2007) published by Erlangga, and Through the World (2007) 

published by Arya Duta.  
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1.6 Definition of the Key Terms 

To avoid any vague ideas about the terms that are used in this study, it is 

necessary for the writer to define several key terms as follows: 

1. Writing is a result of someone’s idea in a written form, of which its readers 

can read and understand well (Thommy, 2008). 

2. Activity is something that learners not only get the English language but 

rather to do of combination in performed action and acquired theoretical 

knowledge understanding in subject matter. (Hernandez, 2003)  

3. English textbook is one of the key factors in determining the learners’ 

success in language courses (Mukundan, 2012). 

4. 2006 Curriculum is the most important guidelines and component of 

teaching and learning processes needed by teachers to achieve the purposes 

of their teaching activities (Intansari, 2013). 


