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CHAPTER I 

INTRODUCTION 

 
This chapter explains about background of the study, statement of the 

problems, objective of the study, significance of the study, scope and limitation, 

and definition of  the key terms. All of them will be explained below :  

1.1 Background of the study 

English is an international language has an important role to make 

communication esier between people around the world. It means that English is 

useful to build international communication between different cultures and 

languages in society. Because English is very important language, so, it is taught 

from elementary school, junior high school, senior high school, and even 

university level especially in Indonesia. There are four skills of English in 

teaching learning English,. They are listening, speaking, reading, and writing. 

Among these skills, speaking is the most basic skill to be capable of since it is 

used to communicate each other.  

Speaking is the important point in language teaching. According to 

Richards (2008), the mastery of speaking skill in English is a priorty for many 

second-language or foreign-language learners. It means that someone who can 

speek English as well, they will get success in learning English. in every skill 

subjects of English really need the ability in speaking because it makes the 

students more esier to understand about the material. Not only that, the 

studentswill get esier to ask something in English when they get confuse. In this 

case the student have to learn hard about speaking.  
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The student have to learn about four skills in English, but to get success in 

learn English the student must be mastered in speaking. According to Fulcher 

(2003), speaking is the verbal use of language to communicate with others. While 

Brown (2001) stated that speaking is an interactive proccess of constructing 

meaning that involves producing, receiving and proccessing information. The goal 

of language is communication and the aim of speaking in a languge context is to 

promote communicative efficiency. Most of English teachers want to their student 

can speek English as correctly as possible and with a purpose. But  in fact, 

students always value speaking is more difficult then other skills like reading, 

writing, and listening.  

According to Ur ( in Harliana, 2007), “the learning proccess of speaking 

still faces many problems such us inhibition, nothing to say, low unven 

participation, mother – tongue use”. Those problems are often found in teaching 

learning English. Sometimes, the students feel difficult when they want to try to 

speek in English. So that is way those problems have to observed in order to reach 

the success of teaching speaking. 

In teaching speaking, teachers need to know what are the problems that 

may occur in teaching learning proccess. According to Magriby (2012) stated 

some problems come from the internal factors and others come from external 

factors. It means that speaking is not easy to be taught because the problems in 

teaching speaking are complex. They are not only come from internal factors but 

also from external factors. The factors that is faced by the students in internal 

factors are like native language, age, exposure, innate phonetic ability, motivation, 



3 

and concentration in the classroom to make a good speaking. But those problems 

are related with student’s condition. Besides, the external factors is also become 

big problem for student in learn speaking. The students do not have enough time 

to learn English in the school beacause English lesson is only given four hours in 

a week for every school level. That case make the students have limited time to 

improve their ability in English. They just practice to speek English when they 

learn in the school. But after they comeback to home, they have to learn about 

another lesson or doing another acivity. It means that the student do not have 

enough time to practice speaking outside of the classroom.  

In addition, the teaching learning process can be succesfull if there are 

some components that support it. Such as teachers, students, methods, approach, 

strategy, technique, media and environment. To create the learning process of 

teaching speaking become effective and efficient, the teachers must implement the 

appropriate method for students.  

Teaching method is very important aspect in teaching English. it can make 

teaching and learning activities to be targeted, so that the learning objectives will 

be easily achieved. According to Richards (2001 : 19), “Method is the level at 

which theory is put into practice and at which choices are made about the 

particular skills to be taught, the content to be taught, and the order in which the 

content will be presented.” So, teaching method is a way or strategy that is apllied 

by the teacher when they want to teach English. The teachers usually apply the 

method based on the theory in teaching and learning proccess to achieve the 

learning objectives.  
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Actually, there are eight teaching methods that are commonly used in 

teaching English language (Freeman-Larsen, 2000). They are grammar-translation 

method, the direct method, the audio-lingual method, total physical response 

method, suggestopedia, community language learning, silent way, and 

communicative approach. From those methods, not all of them can suitable for all 

English skills. Such as reading, writing, listening and speaking. Some of them 

more suitable for some English skills. For example, the grammar translation 

method more suitable to teach reading and writing because both of them more 

foccuss in grammar. Meanwhile, in speaking the teacher can apply some methods 

like direct methods, audio-lingual methods, and commnicative language teaching 

because from those methods there are some techniques appropriate for teaching 

speaking such us dialog memorization, chain drill, role play, conversation 

practice, etc. (Larsen-Freeman, 2000).  

In a previous research, Wijayanti (2008), found that the methods used by 

the teacher in teaching English at SMAN 2 Batu were audio-lingual mehod, direct 

method, grammar translation, and STAD (cooperative learning method). 

Meanwhile, Kurniawati (2006) found out that the Cooperative Learning Method 

used in a speaking subject in ESP class of University of Muhammadiyah Malang 

was successful applied in heterogeneus groups. The teachers need to select the 

method for teaching learning proccess in the classroomn if they want to reach the 

success of teaching speaking. Not only in formal school like senior high school or 

university level but the teacher must also use the appropriate method that used in 

non formal school like English course. They must develop the method become 
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interesting method for increase student’s desire in learning speaking subject even 

in formal or non formal school. 

Based on the explanation above, the writer is interested in conducting a 

research entitled “ A STUDY ON THE TEACHING SPEAKING METHOD 

USED BY THE TEACHER IN ENGLISH FIRST COURSE (EF)”. The writer 

choose English First course (EF) because most of students in EF get success in 

practice their speaking ability. The writer has studied over there, so she gets good 

progress in her speaking ability. It is assumed that the methods applied by the 

teachers in EF are appropriate for the students, especially to improve their 

speaking ability This case make the writer really want to know about the methods 

applied by teachers in English First Course (EF). 

 
1.2 Statement of the Problem 

 Based on the previous background of the study, this study is trying to 

answer the following problems : 

1. What are the methods of teaching speaking used by the teacher in “ 

English First Course? “ 

2. How does the teacher apply those methods in teaching speaking? 

 
1.3 Objective of the Study 

 Based on the statement of the problem above, the objectives of the study 

are : 

1. To know the methods used by the teacher in teaching speaking at English 

First Course (EF) 
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2. To describe how the teacher applies those methods of teaching speaking in 

English First Course (EF). 

 
1.4 Significance of the Study 

 The result of this present study will be useful for English teacher, the 

English department students, and the further researchers. For teacher, the result of 

this study make the English teachers will be able to choose and determine the 

appropriate method to teach speaking for their students. For English department 

students, the result of this study can be useful for them to know how the methods 

of teaching speaking are. For the further researchers, it is hoped that the result of 

this study will give additional important information about the methods in 

teaching speaking if they are interested in conduct similar studies. 

  
1.5 Scope and Limitation 

 The scope of this study foccusses on teaching method in speaking used by 

the teacher at English First Course (EF). Meanwhile, this study is limited to the 

teacher especially for conversation class in English First Course (EF). 

 
1.6 Definition of Key Terms  

1. Teaching is showing or helping someone to learn how to do something, 

giving instruction, guiding in the study of something, providing with 

knowledge causing to know or understand (Brown, 2000).  

2. Method is the level at which theory is put into practice and at which 

choices are made about the particular skills to be taught, the content to be 
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taught, and the order in which the content will be presented. (Richard and 

Rodgers, 2001 : 19).  

3. Speaking refers to an ability of the students to express the ideas, feeling, 

and opinion orally in simple utterances and in a suitable context (Brown, 

2000). 

4. Teaching speaking is showing or helping someone to learn how to speak 

or communicate orraly, giving instruction, guiding in the study of speaking 

or how to speak using verbal language (Kimble & Garmezy, 1963).  

5. Problem is dealing with difficult choices and a state of difficulty that needs 

to be resolved. This study explain that problem is a case that is commonly 

found by the teacher in teaching speaking. 

6. Solution is a means of solving a problem or dealing with a difficult 

situation. This study explain that solution is a way used by teacher to solve 

the problems in teaching speaking. 

7. English First Course is the name of English course in Malang. EF is one of 

the best English course in Malang. 


