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CHAPTER I 

 

INTRODUCTION 

 

In this chapter, the writer presents some topics such as background of the 

study, statement of the problem, purpose of the study, significance of the study, scope 

and limitation, definition of key terms. Each sections will be presented as follows: 

 

1.1. Background of the study 

Language is the most important aspect in the life of all beings. We use 

language to express inner thought and emotions, to make sense of complex and 

abstract thought, to learn to comunicate with other, to fulfill our wants and needs, as 

well as to establish rules and maintain our culture. 

 In recent year, English is an international language that has been used by the 

whole countries around the world, some countries use it in their daily life and applied 

it it the entire life world such as education, economic, politic, socio-cultural. English 

becomes an international language because many countries around the world use 

English. According to Mahmudah (2011): 

Another reason why English is important is that it is used to fulfill the 

need of the technology development in the world. You can have a look 

at most of the instructions of electronic appliances today. Most of them 

are written in English. For those who understand English, they will have 

no problems to comprehend the instructions of how to use a certain 

machine. On the other hand, for those who know nothing about English 

will ask for help to translate the brochure. Another example of using 

English in the enterprise world is that a lot of companies need qualified 

and professional human resources to be employed in their companies. 

And one of the requirements is being able to communicate in written and 

spoken English (2011:1). 
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It can be concluded that English language is very important tool as the means 

of human communication nowadays in the world. English is used by some circles of 

society including businessmen and students. Students use English for accessing 

information, gaining knowledge and preparing for the future job.  Businessmen use 

English to make negotiation between two or more people from different countries. 

English is one of the foreign languages taught in formal school and informal 

education institution of Indonesia. It is because in educational context, English has 

function as the tool to communicate in information access, and in daily context, as the 

tool to construct interpersonal relationship, changing the information with enjoy the 

language aesthetic into English culture (the curriculum 2004, 2003:14). Furthermore, 

it is obtainable through language clubs, special media opportunities, books, or an 

occasional tourist, but efforts must be made to create such opportunities (Brown, 

2000:116).  

English as a foreign language has been learned by Indonesia learners since 

they were in Elementary School. The importance of English as the key to the 

international communication and commerce makes it as a compulsory subject for 

students from the Junior High School up to the Senior High School. English subject is 

not only compulsory subject for normal students but also as elective subject for 

students with special need like mental retardation students. 

One of the basic points in teaching English subject is about vocabulary. 

Vocabulary is one of the elements in teaching English. Vocabulary is the basic 

competence that must be reached by students in order to get other competencies like 
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reading, writing, listening, and speaking. It is difficult for mastering another 

competences without mastering and understanding the vocabulary. Rivers in Nunan 

(1991: 117) argues that the acquisition of an adequate vocabulary is essential for 

successful second language user because without an extensive vocabulary, we will be 

unable to use the structures and functions we may have learned for comprehensible 

communication.  

Vocabulary is pleasurable lesson to learn since teacher able for creating a 

good teaching and learning process. Althought vocabulary is a pleasurable lesson to 

learn, it is also a difficult lesson because it needs more memorizing and better 

understanding about what we learn. Sometimes one vocabulary has different meaning 

based on the context of the sentences. Sometimes it can make a misperception when 

we are translating and trying to understand the meaning. 

Teaching English vocabulary in mentally retarded student is really different 

from teaching English vocabulary in normal student. To expose normal children’s 

ability in memorizing and understanding so many english vocabulary will not face a 

challenging obstacle because they can exploit their phsychophysical potential to do 

this purposes. But in the other side, mild mental retarded students get failure in 

interpreate a very simple verbal or nonverbal communication so that their ability in 

English vocabulary is very limited. 

Mental retardation student has certain characteristic and need special 

treatment to make they feel interested in learning language. Therefore to be a 

professional teacher in language teaching, especially teaching English vocabulary for 

mental retardation students, teachers must be able to choose the appropriate teaching 
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methodologist for greater effectiveness in student acquisitions on English, designing 

and implementing material, test and also practice.  

There are several problems faced by mental retardate students in 

understanding the meaning and memorize English words such as the first English 

lesson is elective subject for mental retardation students so they only has a little time 

to learn, difficulty to understand how to spell, write an also the meaning, there is no 

media used when teaching and learning process happens, the third is method used is 

not suitable for the students and the last the disorder of the student of mild mental 

retardation itself. 

From the problem above, it can be concluded that there are rooms for 

improvement in teaching English vocabulary, especially in teacher’s performance in 

the class. Improving teaching performances can be done from many aspects such as 

model, method , and also strategy. According to Joyce and Weil (1997,7), models of 

teaching are really models of learning. As we helps students acquire information 

ideas skills, values, ways of thinking, and means of expressing themselves,we are 

also teaching them how to learn. In addition model of teaching is a form of learning 

which is reflected from beginnning to the end represent typically by the teacher in the 

classroom. In the model there is a strategy of learning achievement of student’s 

competency with the approach, method, and techniques of learning. 

Language games model is teaching and learning model which contain with 

games. This in one of alternative model of teaching which offer a various activities in 

order to attract the student’s interest, increase English vocabulary of the student and 

also make teaching and learning go effective and joyful. This model able to build a 
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good atmosphere for student in learning english. It’s suitable characteristic of joyfull 

teaching and learning process. The first is creating a learning environtment without 

feeling so stressfull, this situation give a chance for children to make a mistake but 

the chance to be successfull still remain to reach. The second  is teaching materials 

which used by teachers is relevant for the children needed so it gives benefits for 

children itself. The last is teaching and learning process goes through joyfully, there 

is a spirit, a positive emotional and also enthusiasm to learning. 

Based on the background, the writer is interested in investigating the 

procedure of implementation of language games model in teaching English 

vocabulary in SMPLB Bina Karya Lawang. This school was chosen because several 

reasons. Based on the pre-observation done by the writer, the teacher who has been 

implemented language games model in his teaching and learning process is Mrs. 

Agus Purwono. He has been teaching English in that school. Then, SLB Bina Karya 

Lawang is one of the famous schools in Malang regency that taught their students 

with mental retardation with English lesson. Besides, the implementation of language 

games model in teaching English vocabulary for mild mental retardation students has 

never been investigated yet.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                              

Some research has been done which has a correlation with this study. The first 

is the teaching and learning vocabulary process to children with mental retardation of 

the fifth grade students in SDLB-C Purwosari Kudus (Kurniawati, 2103). The result 

of this study shows that there are four aspects focused in teaching learning process, 

those are curriculum, method of teaching, media, and evaluation system. The second 

is the effectiveness of teaching method for daily living skill to learners with mental 
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retardation in special units in primary school, Kasarani sub-country, Kenya (Ruteere, 

2013). The result of the study show that learner with mentally retarded were not 

taught daily skill living effectively because teacher did not use appropriate teaching 

methods, strategies, or correct teaching or learning material. 

But those researches did not examine about how is the implementation of 

language games models in teaching English vocabulary for mild mental retardation 

students. Because of the background above the writer think that the implementation 

of language games model English vocabulary of mental retardation student is 

essensial to know. Because the understanding of how is language game model 

implementing in teaching English is one of useful knowledge to understand for the 

teacher. Therefore the writer choose to conduct the research with the title the 

implementation of language games model in teaching English vocabulary for mild 

mental retardation students at SMPLB Bina Karya Lawang 

 

1.2. Statement of problem 

The researcher formulates as area to be concerned as listed below : 

How is the procedure of language games model in teaching English 

vocabulary for mild mentally retarded student at SMPL-C Bina Karya 

Lawang? 
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1.3. Purpose of Study 

The researcher formulates the purpose of study as listed below: 

To describe the procedure of language games model in teaching English 

vocabulary in mild mentally retarded student in SMPL-C Bina Karya Lawang. 

 

1.4. Significant of study 

Practically, the result of this research is expected as contribution to the 

teachers who teach in student with mental retardation, especially English teachers in 

developing model of teaching English vocabulary by knowing the language games 

model that can be continued.  

Theoretically, this research is also hoped to give benefit for linguistics in 

enlarging knowledge toward the development of language disorders for children 

early. Meanwhile, the psychologist who plays very important role for this case could 

cure and treat autism children from this research. 

 

1.5. Scope and Limitation 

The scope of this research is the procedure of implementation model of 

teaching in teaching English vocabulary of mild mental retardation student. This 

study is limit on the procedure of implementation language games model in teaching 

English vocabulary of mild mental retardation students at SMPLB – C Bina Karya 

Lawang. 
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1.6.  Definition of Key Terms 

1. Mental retardation is a disability characterized by significant limitation both 

in intellectual and in adaptive behavior as expressed in conceptual, social and 

practical adaptive skill (American Association on Mental Retardation, 2002 : 

1). 

2. Language games model is the three dimensional typically small construction 

of teacher’s way to teach which all sorts of games that require the use of 

foreign language in order to achieve goal of learning process Lewis and 

Bedson (2005:10). 

3. English vocabulary is the core component of language proficiency much of 

the basis for how well the learners speak, listen, read, write Richard 

(2002:255). So vocabulary is the first element that the English learners should 

learn in order to master English well besides the other English component and 

skills. 

4. SMPLB Bina Karya Lawang is the school for students with special need 

which situated in Lawang. This school has one class for mental retardation 

student. 

5. Mild Retardation is one type of children with mental retardation in children 

whose IQ score ranges from 50-75 (Encyclopedia of Children Health, 2012). 
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