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CHAPTER I 

INTRODUCTION 

This chapter presents background of the study, statement of the problem, 

hypothesis, purpose of the study, significance of the study, scope and limitation, and 

definition of the key terms. 

1.1 Background of the Study 

Language is something that cannot be separated from human life. This is 

because it is a tool and system in communication. Kridalaksana (2005) explained that 

language is a sign of sound system which is used by people in certain communities 

for work, communication, and self-identification. Furthermore, language is also one 

of the most important ways to express feelings and thoughts. Without a language, it 

would be difficult for us to communicate.  

A language can be said to be global if it has some function in many ways. 

English is considered as a global language because of two main ways. Firstly, it is 

used for an official language, such as in the government, courts, media, and the 

educational system. Secondly, the language must be taught to children in the schools 

as a foreign or second language in over 100 countries (Crystal, 2003). Furthermore, 

Harmer (2007, p.19) stated, “English as a foreign language described situation where 

learners were learning English in order to use it with any other English speakers in 

the world.” This means that English plays an important role in transferring 
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information especially for adopting science, technology, culture, and developing 

interrelationship with foreign countries.  

English has four skills which is required to complete communication. 

According to Tarigan (1982, p.1), “English language skill has four components, i.e; 

listening, speaking, reading, and writing skill.” One of the skills that the writers’ 

focus in this study is writing. Writing is a thought that the writer put into a paper and 

in the written form. In other words, writing is considered as a productive skill and it 

aims to state the writers’ idea. 

Writing is an important language skill, not only to be learned but also to be 

taught. As it is stated by Zemach and Islam (2004), Writing is important form of 

communication especially for students in the high school and collage, because it is 

the most difficult skill to be mastered in both first language and second language. 

Hence, English language learners’ success in acquiring the ability to write depends on 

some extent on how teachers are able to teach writing to their students. Many efforts 

have been done in teaching writing for the students. In order to have good learning of 

a foreign language, the process of learning should be supported by good and 

interesting media. One of the valuable instructional media is picture in the form of 

cards. Supriati (2011) explained that picture card is a card that printed or drawn, and 

it is should be big enough to be seen clearly by every student in the class. In addition, 

Vankateswaran (2009, p.175) stated that “picture card is a card that useful for 
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presenting, practicing, revising vocabulary or as prompts for other activities.” By 

using picture cards, students may become interested in learning writing.  

 There were several research that have been conducted related to this study. 

One of them was conducted by Marsaulina (2011). The research is about the 

effectiveness of using picture cards in teaching vocabulary used in descriptive text for 

seventh grader at SMP 1 Pakisaji. This research was a quasi experimental design and 

the finding showed the different treatment used for the experimental group and 

control group gave a significant different result. There was an increase in students’ 

score by using picture cards. Thus, picture card is an effective media to be used in 

teaching and learning vocabulary.  

Another research was done by Tas’adina (2012). She found that the picture 

cards improve the vocabulary mastery of the tenth graders of SMK Islam Krembung 

Sidoarjo. There was a significant improve of the vocabulary mastery of the students 

taught by using picture cards.  The percentage of the students’ vocabulary test was 

79,31%. It was higher than the percentage of the students’ score in the preliminary 

study. The percentage of the students’ vocabulary mastery in the preliminary study 

was only 20.69%. This implied that the implementation of picture cards was able to 

improve the students’ vocabulary mastery. 

Based on the explanation above, the researcher is interested in studying 

whether picture cards will improve the students’ writing skill at Madrasah Aliyah 

Negeri Kraton Pasuruan. The school was choosen because it is a boarding school 
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whose students are more focused on religious subjects than the general subjects. 

Therefore, students in this school have low achievement in English, especially in 

writing skill.  

1.2 Statement of The Problem  

Based on the background of the study, the problem of this research can be 

formulated as follows: 

Does picture cards improve the first grade students’ writing skill  at Madrasah 

Aliyah Negeri Kraton Pasuruan? 

1.3 Hypothesis 

1.3.1 The Alternate Hypothesis (H1) 

 Picture cards improves the first grade students’ writing skill at Madrasah 

Aliyah Negeri Kraton Pasuruan. 

1.3.2 The Null Hypothesis (H0) 

 Picture cards does not improve the first grade students’ writing skill at 

Madrasah Aliyah Negeri Kraton Pasuruan 

1.4 Purpose of the Study 

The purpose of this study is to identify whether or not picture cards improve 

the first grade students’ writing skill at Madrasah Aliyah Negeri Kraton Pasuruan. 
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1.5 Significance of the Study 

It is expected that the result of the this study is useful to the English teachers 

who want to teach writing. They may consider using picture cards to teach writing. 

Furthermore, for the students, picture cards will help them to give an idea and 

inspiration in writing, therefore, it is expected that picture cards can improve 

students’ writing skill. Moreover, for the further researchers, hopefully, this study can 

be applied as a reference in doing the following research.  

1.6 Scope and Limitation 

The scope of this research is using picture cards as a teaching media to improve 

students’ writing skill. However, it limits only on the first grade students of Madrasah 

Aliyah Negeri Kraton Pasuruan.  

1.7 Definition of The Key Terms 

To avoid misunderstanding about the terms of the title of this study, the 

researcher tries to guide and define the key terms as follow: 

1. Writing is the process of putting the writer’s idea into the written form and 

deliver it to reader (Kartono : 2009)   

2. Writing skill is students’ ability in writing a short descriptive text in the forms of 

paragraphs with right grammatical structures and complete elements (parts of a 

paragraph, unity, and coherence) (Samaroh  : 2011) 
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3. Picture cards is a small card that can be easily contributed in the class, used by 

teacher as picture aids (Mukalel: 2007) 

4. Media is any means that is used to deliver the message and to stimulate thoughts, 

feelings, concearns, and the willingness to learn, so that it can facilitate the 

process of learning (Miarso : 2004) 

 


