
 

 

In this chapter, the researcher will state such topics as: background of 

study, statement of the problem, action hypothesis,

significance of the study, scope and limitation, and definition of key terms.

 

1.1 Background of Study

Language is a system for the expression of meaning. Its primary function

is for interaction and communication

by human in order to

created human in different condition and character, 

people. Allah has explained this instruction in the Quran at Surah Al

O mankind, we have created you from male and female; and We have

divided you into tribes and sub

Verily, the most honored among you in the sight of Allah is he who is

most righteous among you. Surely, Allah is All Knowing, All

(49:13) 
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CHAPTER I 

INTRODUCTION 

In this chapter, the researcher will state such topics as: background of 

study, statement of the problem, action hypothesis, purpose

significance of the study, scope and limitation, and definition of key terms.

Background of Study 

Language is a system for the expression of meaning. Its primary function

is for interaction and communication (Mcdonough: 2013:135). Language is used 

by human in order to know and understand each other. As we know that God 

in different condition and character, so they need to interact among 

xplained this instruction in the Quran at Surah Al

O mankind, we have created you from male and female; and We have

divided you into tribes and sub-tribes for greater facility of intercourse.

Verily, the most honored among you in the sight of Allah is he who is

most righteous among you. Surely, Allah is All Knowing, All

In this chapter, the researcher will state such topics as: background of 

purpose of the study, 

significance of the study, scope and limitation, and definition of key terms. 

Language is a system for the expression of meaning. Its primary function 

Language is used 

As we know that God 

so they need to interact among 

xplained this instruction in the Quran at Surah Al-Hujarat 13: 

 

O mankind, we have created you from male and female; and We have 

s for greater facility of intercourse. 

Verily, the most honored among you in the sight of Allah is he who is the 

most righteous among you. Surely, Allah is All Knowing, All aware. 
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The statement above shows that people have been instructed by Allah to be a 

friendship or can be understood between each other, although they have different 

language.  

In daily life, we need to communicate to each other and the simplest 

communication tool is speaking. According to Flucher (2003) speaking is the 

verbal use of language to communicate with others. By speaking well, we can 

make good communication with other people. Especially in this globalization era, 

we should be able to communicate with foreigners from abroad. As we know 

every foreigner always using English to communicate with other people from 

another country.  

Since the speaking skill is one of the most difficult aspects to master  (Ur, 

2009:120) , the researcher intends to improve this kind of skill by conducting his 

research to the students at a vocational high school in Kepanjen, Kabupaten 

Malang. There are many ways to improve their speaking ability and one of them is 

using pictures as teaching media. Picture is a common language which is easy to 

understand. Because of that, there was a Chinese aphorism which says that a 

picture can speak more than thousand words. Pictures can also be used to teach all 

language skills such as listening, speaking, reading and writing (Rachmadie: 

2002:7.5). Through this media, the students are expected to be able to speak 

fluently. 

Based on pre observation in SMK Budi Utomo Kepanjen, The researcher 

found that most of tenth grade student have difficulty in speaking English. They 

were not able to say something in English when they have to speak English. 
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Moreover, minimal standart score in SMK Budi Utomo Kepanjen was grater or 

equal to 70 (≤70) especially for the tenth grade. There were 17 students that got 

under minimal standart score from 23 students.   

The researcher chooses composite pictures as a teaching media to improve 

their speaking. It is more likely telling story activity but the researcher helps the 

students’ imagination by using composite pictures. Besides that, in the composite 

pictures students can find more than one activity, person, object, thing, etc. By 

using composite pictures, they are expected to able to imagine what words which 

can be used to describe the composite pictures well. 

The students that the researcher wants to improve their speaking are from 

‘Selling Department’ (TN) at SMK (vocational high school) Budi Utomo 

Kepanjen, Malang. Actually teaching method in teaching vocation high school is 

different from teaching in public high school, because vocational student have to 

master English in line with their program they take. However, According to 

Standard Competency of Tenth Selling Department Student have to able to speak 

English on level novice, it means that they just able to understand how to speak 

fluently to be good sellers, but in this research the researcher just using the one of 

indicator on this competency; the student can explain the description the activity 

of peoples on traditional market.  

 The reason why the researcher chooses the tenth year students is because 

they are in the first grade in senior high school. So if it’s started from the 

beginning, the researcher hope they will have the basic skill of English speaking 

and it will be easy to continue in the next grade. 
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1.2 Statement of Problem 

 Based on the background of study, the research problem can be formulated 

as follow:  

1. How does composite pictures improve the tenth grade students’ speaking 

achievement of selling department at SMK Budi Utomo Kepanjen 

2. Does a composite picture improve the tenth grade students’ speaking 

achievement of selling department at SMK Budi Utomo Kepanjen? 

 

1.3 Action Hypothesis 

In order to give tentative answer of the problem, the action hypothesis is 

composite pictures improve the tenth grade student’s speaking achievement of 

selling department at SMK Budi Utomo Kepanjen in 2012/2013 academy year.  

 

1.4 Purpose of Study 

 In accordance with the research problem, the purposes of the study are 

formulated as follows: 

1. To know how composite picture improve the tenth grade students’ 

speaking achievement of selling department at SMK Budi Utomo 

Kepanjen. 

2. To know whether or not composite picture improve the tent grade student 

speaking achievement of selling department at SMK Budi Utomo 

Kepanjen. 
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1.5 Significance of the Research 

 The results of the research hopefully may give useful information for the 

following persons: 

a. For the English teachers 

The results of the research are expected to give alternative to the techniques of 

teaching speaking in order to create more interesting atmosphere for the 

students, which will motivate the students in learning English speaking. 

b. For the students 

By using composite pictures, it is expected that the students’ speaking 

achievement will be improved well. 

c.   For the future researchers 

The result of this research might be useful for other researches as the reference 

and the resource of information to conduct further research in the similar areas 

of the study using different research approach or design. 

 

1.6 Scope and Limitation  

The scope of this study is applying composite pictures method to improve 

student’s speaking achievement. The limitation of this study is the tenth grade 

student of selling department at SMK Budi Utomo Kepanjen in academy year 

2012/2013. 

 

1.7 Definition of Key Term 
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The term that are necessary to be defined operationally are speaking 

achievement and pictures. 

   

a.  Speaking 

Speaking is a productive skill, it is an activity that needs a voice and 

involves the speaking tools, such as; mouth, tongue, lips, etc. According to 

Florez in Bailey (2005:2), speaking is an interactive process of constructing 

meaning that involves producing and receiving and processing information.  

 

b.  Achievement 

In Hornby (1995:10), achievement is a thing done successfully, especially 

with effort and skill. 

 

c.  Speaking Achievement 

Speaking achievement refers to the students’ mastery of accuracy, 

fluency and content in relation to the topic being discussed. According to Brown 

(2001:270) accuracy, fluency and content are several characteristics of spoken 

language can make oral performance easy as well as. In this research, the 

students speaking achievement was measured by their score of the speaking test 

through composite pictures. 

 

 

d.  Picture 
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According to Hornby (1995:871), picture is painting, drawing, sketch, 

photograph, etc. that shows a scene, a person or thing 

In this research, the researcher uses composite picture as teaching media to 

improve the students’ speaking achievement.  

Yunus (1981:49) notes that composite pictures are large and single 

pictures, which show a scene (a hospital, a beach, a canteen, a railway, a street 

in which we can see a number of people doing something. In addition, Wright 

(1989:98) says that a composite picture is a picture which gives details 

information. This means that composite pictures can give different activity or 

information in the pictures. There may be a lot of people doing different things 

or it may be a landscape, or a cityscape showing a lot of objects, buildings, etc. 

Their characteristics are larger than individual pictures. 

 


