
 

STUDENTS’ PERCEPTION ON THE USE OF TIKTOK FOR 
LEARNING ENGLISH  

 
 

 

THESIS 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

By:  

Shefira Yuri Kharisma Putri  

201910100311102 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

ENGLISH LANGUAGE EDUCATION DEPARTMENT  
FACULTY OF TEACHER TRAINING AND EDUCATION 

UNIVERSITY OF MUHAMMADIYAH MALANG 
2025 

 



 

STUDENTS’ PERCEPTION ON THE USE OF TIKTOK FOR 
LEARNING ENGLISH 

 

THESIS 

This thesis is submitted to meet one of the requirements to achieve  

Sarjana Degree in English Language Education 

 

 
 

By: 
Shefira Yuri Kharisma Putri 

201910100311102 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

ENGLISH LANGUAGE EDUCATION DEPARTMENT  
FACULTY OF TEACHER TRAINING AND EDUCATION 

UNIVERSITY OF MUHAMMADIYAH MALANG 
 

2025 
 

 



 

APPROVAL 

This thesis was written by Shefira Yuri Kharisma Putri and was approved on 

7 January 2025 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

By: 

 

Advisor I 

 

Kharisma Naidi Warnanda S, M.Pd. 

 

ii 



 

 

 
 

iii 



 

MOTTO AND DEDICATION 

 

MOTTOS 

Everything you lose is a step you take. 

 
 

DEDICATIONS 

 
This thesis is dedicated to: 

 
1. Alhamdulillah, all praise to Allah for His endless blessings, guidance, and strength 

throughout this journey. His mercy has led me to this achievement. 

2. To my parents, whose love, support, and sacrifices have been my greatest motivation. 

This success is a reflection of your constant belief in me. 

3. To my family, thank you for being a source of love, strength, and togetherness in my 

life. 

4. To my fiancée, for your patience, encouragement, and unwavering support. Your 

belief in me has been my inspiration. 

5. To my lecturers, for your invaluable guidance and knowledge, which have shaped my 

academic growth. 

6. To my friends, for your laughter, companionship, and support during difficult times. 

7. To myself, for staying persistent and resilient through the challenges and growing 

stronger along the way. 

8. This work is dedicated to all of you, whose love and support have made this 

achievement possible. 

 

iii 



 

ACKNOWLEDGEMENT 

In the name of Allah, the Most Gracious, the Most Merciful, I begin by 

expressing my heartfelt gratitude for the countless blessings and guidance that have 

made this thesis possible. To Allah, I owe everything — for the strength, patience, and 

inspiration to complete this work. All praise belongs to Him. 

I would like to express my profound gratitude to my beloved parents, Sanuri 

and Wahyuningsih, who have been the source of my strength and encouragement 

throughout this journey. Your love, sacrifices, and prayers have been the foundation 

upon which I built my success. I am forever indebted to you both for your unceasing 

support and belief in me. This achievement is dedicated to you. 

To my family, Yuri Abdel Kemal, Bella Yuri Kartika Putri, Yuri Aslami 

Akmel, Raisa Yuri Aulia Rahma, thank you for always being there with your support, 

understanding, and care. Your unwavering love and belief in me have provided the 

motivation to keep moving forward, even when the journey seemed overwhelming. I 

am deeply grateful for each of you. 

To my fiancée, Bagus Prasetya thank you for your infinite patience, love, and 

understanding. Your constant encouragement has been a beacon of light in times of 

difficulty. Your belief in me gave me the strength to continue when I doubted myself, 

and for that, I am forever grateful. 

I would also like to express my deepest appreciation to my thesis advisor, Mrs. 

Kharisma Naidi Warnanda S, M.Pd. Your invaluable guidance, thoughtful 

suggestions, and encouragement have played a pivotal role in the completion of this 

thesis. Your patience and expertise have helped me refine my ideas and stay focused 

on the right path. It has been an honor to work under your mentorship. 

I am also grateful to all my lecturers and mentors, who have shaped my 

academic journey. Your teachings have provided me with the knowledge and skills 

needed to carry out this research. The wisdom you have shared with me has inspired 

me to think critically and approach challenges with confidence.  

v 



 

To my friends, thank you for your endless support, companionship, and 

encouragement. Your friendship has been a source of joy and comfort throughout this 

process. I cherish every moment we’ve shared, and I am grateful for your presence in 

my life. 

Lastly, I want to acknowledge myself for the perseverance, and determination 

to overcome obstacles and keep pushing forward. This journey has not been easy, but 

it has been a rewarding experience of personal growth, and I take pride in the 

resilience I have developed. 

To everyone who has contributed to my journey in one way or another, thank 

you. Your influence, no matter how big or small, has made a lasting impact on my life 

and academic path. I am truly grateful. 

 

 

vi 



 

 
 

vii 



 

STUDENTS’ PERCEPTION ON THE USE OF TIKTOK FOR 

LEARNING ENGLISH 

ABSTRACT 

This study investigates students' perceptions of TikTok as a tool for learning 

English through a mixed-methods approach comprising questionnaires and interviews 

with English Language Education students. Findings indicate that TikTok enhances 

language learning by improving vocabulary, pronunciation, and motivation. 

Interactive features, such as duet challenges, and algorithm-driven personalized 

content contribute to a flexible and engaging learning experience. The platform’s 

accessibility and ability to deliver authentic language input in a concise format were 

highlighted as significant advantages. However, students identified challenges, 

including distractions from non-educational content and reliance on stable internet 

connections. While TikTok supports autonomous learning, respondents noted that 

teacher guidance remains essential for mastering complex linguistic concepts. Despite 

its limitations, students perceive TikTok as an effective supplementary learning 

platform, providing opportunities for interactive and enjoyable education. This 

research contributes to understanding the role of social media in education, 

particularly its potential in enhancing English language skills. The study offers 

practical recommendations for educators to integrate TikTok into structured learning 

and encourages further exploration of its impact across diverse contexts, age groups, 

and language skills. 

 
Keywords: TikTok, English learning, student perception 
 
 
 

Advisor,  The Researcher, 
 
 
 
 
 

Kharisma Naidi Warnanda S, M.Pd. Shefira Yuri Kharisma Putri 
 
 

viii 



 

 

 

TABLE OF CONTENTS 

Page 

COVER...................................................................................................................................... i 

APPROVAL.............................................................................................................................. ii 

APPROVAL............................................................................................................................. iii 

MOTTOS................................................................................................................................. iv 

DEDICATIONS....................................................................................................................... iv 

ACKNOWLEDGEMENT....................................................................................................... v 

AUTHOR’S DECLARATION OF ORIGINALITY...........................................................vii 

ABSTRACT...........................................................................................................................viii 

TABLE OF CONTENTS........................................................................................................ ix 

LIST OF APPENDICES.........................................................................................................xi 

LIST OF FIGURES............................................................................................................... xii 

REFERENCES......................................................................................................................xiii 

CHAPTER I INTRODUCTION.............................................................................................1 

1.1 Research Background.....................................................................................................1 

1.2 Research Problems......................................................................................................... 4 

1.3 Research Objectives....................................................................................................... 4 

1.4 Scope and Limitations....................................................................................................5 

1.5 Research Significance.................................................................................................... 7 

1.6 Definition of Key Terms.................................................................................................7 

CHAPTER II REVIEW OF RELATED LITERATURE.....................................................9 

2.1 Social Media...................................................................................................................9 

2.2 TikTok.......................................................................................................................... 11 

2.4 Learning English.......................................................................................................... 13 

2.5 Student’s Perception.....................................................................................................14 

2.6 Previous Research........................................................................................................ 15 

ix 



 

CHAPTER III RESEARCH METHOD.............................................................................. 17 

3.1. Population and Sample................................................................................................17 

3.2. Research Design..........................................................................................................18 

3.3. Data Collection............................................................................................................19 

3.4. Data Analysis.............................................................................................................. 23 

CHAPTER IV FINDINGS AND DISCUSSIONS............................................................... 25 

4.1. Findings.......................................................................................................................25 

4.2. Discussion................................................................................................................... 34 

CHAPTER V CONCLUSION AND SUGGESTIONS....................................................... 36 

5.1 Conclusion....................................................................................................................36 

5.2 Suggestions...................................................................................................................37 

APPENDICES........................................................................................................................ 39 

 

 

x 



 

LIST OF APPENDICES 

 
Appendix 1 Tabulation of Respondent Data 

Appendix 2 Data Analysis 

Appendix 3 Answers From The Interview 

Appendix 4     Documentation of The Interview 

Appendix 5 Plagiarism Check Results Sheet  

xi 



 

LIST OF FIGURES 

Page 

Figure 4.1 Level of Engagement in Learning English Through TikTok ……..…..………….27 

Figure 4.2 Ease of Use of TikTok for Learning English ……………………………..……...29 

Figure 4.3 Relevance of TikTok Content for Language Learning ………...….…..…………30 

Figure 4.4 Accessibility of TikTok as a Learning Tool …………………….…...…………...32 

Figure 4.5 Role of Social Interaction in TikTok Learning ……………………………..…....33 

Figure 4.6 Summary of Students’ Perceptions on Using TikTok for Learning …….…..……34 

 

 
 

 

xii 



 

REFERENCES 

Alfiani, S. N. (2021). Pengaruh Model Cooperative Learning Tipe Talking Stick 
Terhadap Prestasi Belajar Siswa Sekolah Dasar. Jurnal Penelitian dan 
Pengembangan Pendidikan, 43-49. 

Anumanthan, S., & Hashim, H. (2022). Improving the learning of regular verbs 
through TikTok among primary school ESL pupils. Creative Education, 13(3), 
896-912. 

Ansow, D. F., Olii, S. T., & Kumayas, T. (2022). A STUDY ON 
STUDENTS’PERCEPTION TOWARD ENGLISH LEARNING AT SMP 
KATOLIK ST. THERESIA TANAWANGKO. JoTELL: Journal of Teaching 
English, Linguistics, and Literature, 1(3), 375-385. 

Andayani, E. S. (2022). The importance of learning and knowing English in higher 
education in Indonesia. Research and Development Journal Of Education, 
8(1), 372-379. 

Ary, D., Jacobs, L. C., Sorensen, C., & Razavieh, A. (2010). Introduction to research 
in education 8th edition. Canada: Wadsworth Cengage Learning. 

Burgess, J. (2018). YouTube: Online video and participatory culture. Polity. 

Chou, T. (2014). Big data and the Internet of Things: Enterprise information 
architecture for a new age. Apress.  

Creswell, J. W. (2012). Educational research: Planning, conducting, and evaluating 
quantitative and qualitative research (4th ed.). Pearson. 

Marcu, D. (2019). EFL in the Post-Communist Era: Background, Methods and 
Values. Revista de Științe Politice. Revue des Sciences Politiques, (62), 
146-155. 

Etikan, I. (2017). Sampling and sampling methods. Biometrics & Biostatistics 
International Journal, 5(6), 215–217 
https://doi.org/10.15406/bbij.2017.05.00149 

Ferstephanie, J., & Pratiwi, T. L. (2022). THE EFFECT OF TIKTOK PLATFORM 
TO DEVELOP STUDENTS'MOTIVATION IN SPEAKING ABILITY: A 
CLASSROOM ACTION RESEARCH. Wiralodra English Journal (WEJ), 
6(1), 1-12. 

Hanim, S. (2021). Social media usage for learning English language. Randwick 
International of Education and Linguistics Science Journal, 2(3), 461-466. 

 

xiii 



 

 

 

Herlisya, D., & Wiratno, P. (2022). Having good speaking English through Tik Tok 
application. Journal Corner of Education, Linguistics, and Literature, 1(3), 
191-198. 

Jusriwulandari, W., Astriyanti, D., & Darajat, A. (2022). STUDENTS’ANXIETY IN 
LEARNING ENGLISH (A Descriptive Study to the Seventh Grade Students 
of SMPN 03 Mempawah Hilir in the Academic Year of 2021/2022). Journal 
of English Language Teaching and Education (JELTE), 3(2), 74-87. 

Khan, I. A. (2016). Effectiveness of E-learning for the Teaching of English: A Study 
of Comparative Strategies. Advances in Language and Literary Studies, 7(3), 
125-135. 

Khlaif, Z. N., & Salha, S. (2021). The unanticipated educational challenges of 
developing countries in Covid-19 crisis: A brief report. Interdisciplinary 
Journal of Virtual Learning in Medical Sciences, 12(2), 1–3. 
https://doi.org/10.30476/ijvlms.2020.85889.1034 

Lele, G., & Lele, S. (2020). Students' And Teachers' Perception Of Structured Oral 
Examination. National Journal of Integrated Research in Medicine, 11(6). 

Michael, K. (2012). Virtual classroom: Reflections of online learning. Campus-Wide 
Information Systems, 29(3), 156-165. 

Nisaurrohmah, K. (2020). A Survey on the Perception of the Students of State Islamic 
Senior High Schools of Nganjuk on the Use of Online Learning (Doctoral 
dissertation, IAIN Kediri). 

Novitasari, L., & Addinna, A. (2022). Students’ perception on the use of TikTok for 
learning English. Journal of English Language Teaching, 11(4), 566–579. 
https://doi.org/10.24036/jelt.v11i4.119484 

Perangin-angin, E. F. S. B., Silaban, M. C. A., & Purba, R. (2021). Improving 
students’ listening skills using TikTok at SMP Swasta Amalyatul Huda Medan. 
Jurnal Ilmiah Profesi Pendidikan, 6(4), 650–656. 
https://doi.org/10.29303/jipp.v6i4.312 

Plümper, T., & Neumayer, E. (2013). Model specification in the analysis of spatial 
dependence. European Journal of Political Research, 52(3), 547–571. 
https://doi.org/10.1111/1475-6765.12013 

Ponto, J. (2015). Understanding and evaluating survey research. Journal of the 
Advanced Practitioner in Oncology, 6(2), 168–171. 

xiv 



 

Rahmawati, Y., & Anwar, K. (2022). The Use of Tiktok Application: The Impact on 
Studentsâ€™ Vocabulary and Attitude. PROJECT (Professional Journal of 
English Education), 5(3), 610-621. 

 

Kurniawan, R. (2015). Students Perceptions of Teachers’ Classroom Questioning. 
Repository Universitas Muhammadiah Purwokerto, 8-23. 

Rowley, J. (2014). Designing and using research questionnaires. Management 
Research Review, 37(3), 308–330. https://doi.org/10.1108/MRR-02-2013-0027 

Syaifuddin. (2021). Students’ perception toward the use of TikTok video in learning 
writing descriptive text at MAN 1 Gresik [Undergraduate thesis, Universitas 
Islam Negeri Maulana Malik Ibrahim]. 

Tartari, E. (2015). Benefits of using films in foreign language classrooms: A case 
study. Procedia - Social and Behavioral Sciences, 199, 469–474. 
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.sbspro.2015.07.534 

Ubaedillah, U., & Pratiwi, D. I. (2021). Utilization of information technology during 
the Covid-19 pandemic: Student's perception of online lectures. Edukatif: 
Jurnal Ilmu Pendidikan, 3(2), 447-455. 

Walgito, B. (2005). Pengantar psikologi umum (5th ed.). Penerbit ANDI. 

Xiuwen, Z., & Razali, A. B. (2021). An overview of the utilization of TikTok to 
improve oral English communication competence among EFL undergraduate 
students. Universal Journal of Educational Research, 9(7), 1439-1451. 

Maretha, A. L., & Anggoro, K. J. (2022). App Review:" TikTok"--Benefits, 
Drawbacks, and Implications for the ELT Field. Mextesol Journal, 46(2), n2. 

Putri, A., Billaizah, A., Alizah, A. R., & Prastiwi, A. E. (2024). The Benefit of TikTok 
Usage and It’s Effectiveness in Teaching English: A Systematic Review. 
Formosa Journal of Sustainable Research, 3(6), 1147-1164. 

Rai, N., & Thapa, B. (2015). A study on purposive sampling method in research. 
Kathmandu: Kathmandu School of Law, 5(1), 8-15. 

Etikan, I., Musa, S. A., & Alkassim, R. S. (2016). Comparison of convenience 
sampling and purposive sampling. American journal of theoretical and applied 
statistics, 5(1), 1-4.  

xv 



 

 

xvi 


	 
	THESIS 
	 
	APPROVAL 
	MOTTOS 
	DEDICATIONS 
	ACKNOWLEDGEMENT 
	STUDENTS’ PERCEPTION ON THE USE OF TIKTOK FOR LEARNING ENGLISH 
	ABSTRACT 
	 
	 
	TABLE OF CONTENTS 
	 
	 
	LIST OF APPENDICES 
	Appendix 1Tabulation of Respondent Data 
	Appendix 2Data Analysis 
	Appendix 3Answers From The Interview 
	Appendix 4     Documentation of The Interview 
	Appendix 5Plagiarism Check Results Sheet 
	LIST OF FIGURES 
	Figure 4.1 Level of Engagement in Learning English Through TikTok ……..…..………….27 
	Figure 4.2 Ease of Use of TikTok for Learning English ……………………………..……...29 
	Figure 4.3 Relevance of TikTok Content for Language Learning ………...….…..…………30 
	Figure 4.4 Accessibility of TikTok as a Learning Tool …………………….…...…………...32 
	Figure 4.5 Role of Social Interaction in TikTok Learning ……………………………..…....33 
	Figure 4.6 Summary of Students’ Perceptions on Using TikTok for Learning …….…..……34 
	 
	 

	REFERENCES 
	Etikan, I., Musa, S. A., & Alkassim, R. S. (2016). Comparison of convenience sampling and purposive sampling. American journal of theoretical and applied statistics, 5(1), 1-4. 

